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 Marmet Locks and Dam  
 
The Marmet Locks and Dam are 
located in Kanawha County near Belle, 
West Virginia, on the Kanawha River 
approximately 68 miles above its 
confluence with the Ohio River.  
 
The locks were opened in 1933 and the 
dam was completed in 1934.  
 
Marmet Locks and Dam are currently 
the busiest locks in the Ohio River 
System in terms of commercial lockage 
cuts.  
 
A project to repair and expand the Marmet Locks and Dam was completed in 2009. Further 
construction is currently underway at Marmet Locks and Dam to replace small locks and 
increase capacity. Marmet Locks and Dam are a key component of the transportation 
infrastructure linking the Kanawha Valley, an important chemical and coal producing area, to 
its raw materials supply and product markets. 
 
 
Quick Facts  
 
2012 Commercial Cargo Lockages: 1,906. National Rank: 70. 
 
2012 Tonnage (in thousands): 9,813. National Rank: 68. 
 
  

MARMET LOCKS AND DAM  
BUILDING STRONG ®U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
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Marmet L&D Unavailability and Delay

Scheduled Unavailability Unscheduled Unavailability Average Tow Delay

Coal 91%

Petroleum 4%

Crude Petroleum 
0.02%Aggregates 3%

Grains  0.00%Chemicals 1%

Ores/Minerals 0.16%
Iron/Steel 0.00%

Others 1%

2012 Marmet L&D Commodity Distribution

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System
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Coal 57.36%

Petroleum 31.58%

Crude Petroleum 
0.09%

Aggregates 0.25%

Grains  0.00%

Chemicals 8.38%
Ores/Minerals 0.53% Iron/Steel 0.00%

Others 1.81%

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System, 
2012 NDSU Commodity Value Study (Value in Millions)

$985.2 Total Value:

2012 Value of Commodities Through Marmet L&D

Coal 79.04%

Petroleum 9.23%

Crude Petroleum 
0.00%

Aggregates 3.71%
Grains  0.00%

Chemicals 5.42% Ores/Minerals 0.60% Iron/Steel 0.00%

Others 2.01%

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System, 
2010 University of Tennessee Rate Savings Study (Value in Millions)

$99.7 Total Rate Savings:

2012 Rate Savings Through Marmet L&D
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