West Virginia District 3 – Congressman Nick Rahall 

West Virginia’s 3rd Congressional District is in the heart of the Ohio River basin’s coal producing region.  The district borders 31 miles of the Ohio River, the entire 10 navigable miles of the Big Sandy River and the uppermost 10 navigable miles of the Kanawha River.

In 1999, almost 87 million tons of commodities (mostly coal, petroleum, chemicals and aggregates) moved to, from, within and past the 3rd Congressional District.  These commodities had a combined value of $10.5 billion.  Coal made up approximately 64% of this tonnage, followed by petroleum and petroleum products at 12%.

	West Virginia Congressional District 3

1999 Commodities Moved

To, from and within the State

 (values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	23,170,038
	39,541
	0
	23,209,579
	$   887

	Petroleum
	6,249,549
	26,898
	0
	6,276,447
	$   930

	Aggregates
	**
	382,769
	0
	382,769
	$     14

	Chemicals
	**
	**
	0
	0
	 $       0

	Ores/Minerals
	**
	**
	0
	0
	$       0

	Iron/Steel
	23,456
	**
	0
	23,456
	$     15

	Other
	41,445
	315,631
	3,467
	360,543
	$   109

	TOTAL
	29,484,488
	764,839
	3,467
	30,252,794
	$1,955

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the 3rd Congressional District of West Virginia shows that 29 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the district.  Docks in the district received over 764 thousand tons, with shipments from Indiana comprising almost one-fourth of this tonnage.  In 1999, the 30.3 million tons shipped to and from West Virginia District 3 were worth almost $2 billion.

	West Virginia Congressional District 3

 1999 Commodities 

Shipped by Barge to and from Other States

(value in millions of dollars)

	Shipments

To
	Commodity
	Shipments

From
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Ohio
	6,788,201
	$ 360
	Coal
	Indiana
	193,943
	$ 10
	Aggregates

	Kentucky
	6,659,783
	$ 635
	Petroleum
	Kentucky
	170,869
	$   7
	Aggregates

	Pennsylvania
	5,323,595
	$ 292
	Coal
	Missouri
	154,323
	$   6
	Iron/Steel

	Indiana
	1,861,296
	$   81
	Coal
	Ohio
	96,497
	$ 15
	Aggregates

	Louisiana
	1,848,327
	$   71
	Coal
	Pennsylvania
	50,786
	$   3
	Cement

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


There were 31 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in West Virginia’s 3rd Congressional District that shipped and received tonnage in 1999 (see map).  The District includes the Port of Huntington, the 2nd busiest inland port in the Ohio River Basin and the 3rd busiest in the country.  In 1999, the Port of Huntington shipped and received over 22 million tons.

More coal is shipped in the Ohio River basin than any other commodity.  Almost 15 million tons of coal was shipped by barge from District 3 to 22 power plants within the basin and three power plants elsewhere in the country.

There are no navigation locks and dams in the 3rd Congressional District (see map).

