West Virginia District 2 – Congresswoman Shelly Moore Capito

West Virginia’s 2nd Congressional District includes most of the Kanawha River, a leading origin for coal and chemical shipments by barge.  The district borders 81 miles of the Ohio River and contains 85 of the 95 navigable miles of the Kanawha River.

In 1999, just over 72.2 million tons of commodities - mostly coal, chemicals and aggregates - moved to, from, within and past the 2nd Congressional District.  These commodities had a combined value of slightly more than $9.1 billion.  Coal made up 62% of this tonnage, followed by aggregates with 11%.

	West Virginia Congressional District 2

1999 Commodities Moved To, from and within the State
 (values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	11,245,086
	4,364,692
	**
	16,609,778
	$    593

	Petroleum
	**
	1,091,151
	0
	1,091,151
	$    154

	Aggregates
	**
	3,690,171
	**
	3,690,171
	$    210

	Chemicals
	**
	555,069
	**
	555,069
	$      25

	Ores/Minerals
	0
	440,762
	0
	440,762
	$      21

	Iron/Steel
	30,817
	**
	0
	30,817
	$      28

	Other
	52,850
	128,871
	3,426,242
	3,479,092
	$    183

	TOTAL
	11,328,753
	10,270,716
	3,426,242
	25,025,711
	$ 1,215

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the 2nd Congressional District of West Virginia reveals that 11.3 million tons of commodities (almost 100% coal) were shipped on the river system out of the district.  Docks in the district received 10.3 million tons of various goods, including coal, petroleum and aggregates.  More than 3.4 million tons moved between docks within the district.  In 1999, the 25 million tons shipped to, from and within West Virginia District 2 were worth $1.2 billion.
	West Virginia Congressional District 2

1999 Commodities  Shipped by Barge to and from Other States
(value in millions of dollars)

	Shipments

To
	Commodity
	Shipments

From
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Ohio
	6,509,990
	$ 250
	Coal
	Indiana
	2,056,745
	$ 149
	Aggregates

	Kentucky
	1,772,924
	$   36
	Coal
	Kentucky
	855,286
	$   49
	Aggregates

	Pennsylvania
	1,107,584
	$   49
	Coal
	Ohio
	669,217
	$   13
	Aggregates

	Louisiana
	947,865
	$   36
	Coal
	Texas
	541,585
	$ 143
	Ores/Minerals

	Illinois
	439,511
	$   21
	Coal
	Louisiana
	488,805
	$ 117
	Chemicals

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


There were 111 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in West Virginia’s 2nd Congressional District that shipped and received tonnage in 1999 (see map).  Kanawha County, which contains 42 miles of the Kanawha River, shipped and received more than 18.1 million tons of commodities valued at just less than $1.1 billion in 1999.

There are five navigation locks and dams in the 2nd Congressional District (see map).  The district contains all three locks and dams on the Kanawha River (Winfield, Marmet and London), and Robert C. Byrd and Racine Locks and Dams on the Ohio River.  Robert C. Byrd Locks and Dam (formerly Gallipolis) had been the site of a bottleneck to navigation on the Ohio River, with small lock chambers and a difficult approach for tows using the locks.  New 110’ x 1200’ and 110’x 600’ locks were completed in 1993, and dam rehabilitation and environmental mitigation work is to be completed in the next few years.  The total cost of the project is $379 million and $2.7 million was appropriated for this year’s work.

The capacity at Winfield Locks was increased after the completion of a new 110’ x 800’ lock chamber in 1998.  The two existing 54’ x 360’ chambers remain in operation.  An improvement to Marmet Locks was authorized in 1996.  The proposed project is a new 110’ x 800’ lock chamber to go with the existing pair of 54’ x 360’ chambers. Property acquisition and development of plans and specifications are underway.  The total cost of the project is $313 million, and $10.2 million was appropriated by Congress for work in fiscal year 2001.  The benefit/cost ratio is 4.2 to 1.  At London Locks, a major rehabilitation project is planned.  The failing upstream guardwall will be replaced, and the riverward lock chamber will be extended in length by moving the existing miter gate 47 feet upstream.  This will allow two jumbo barges to fit in the chamber instead of one.  The project is estimated to cost $22.2 million, and the fiscal year 2001 appropriation is $1.8 million.  The benefit cost ratio is 25.5 to 1.

	West Virginia Congressional District 2

1999 Lock Tonnage
(in thousands of tons)

	LOCK
	UPBOUND
	DOWNBOUND
	TOTAL

	Winfield
	4,873
	14,647
	19,520

	Marmet
	1,214
	13,514
	14,728

	London
	86
	6,414
	6,500

	Racine
	31,619
	17,041
	48,660

	Robert C. Byrd
	35,697
	20,276
	55,973

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System


