Tennessee - Senators 

Fred Thompson and William Frist

The State of Tennessee contains over 600 miles of navigable waterways in the Ohio River basin.  The major waterways are the Tennessee River (miles 61 to 215 and 417 to 652) and the Cumberland River (miles 75 to 381).  Tennessee also contains the Hiwassee, Clinch, Emory, Holston and French Broad and Little Pigeon Rivers, which are all tributaries of the Tennessee River.

In 2001, almost 215 million tons of commodities (mostly coal, aggregates, petroleum, iron and steel) moved to, from, within and past Tennessee.  This tonnage includes movements to, from and past Tennessee on the Mississippi River as well as the Ohio River Basin waterways.  These commodities had a combined value of over $43 billion.  Grain made up one-third of this tonnage, followed by coal with 20%.

	Tennessee 2001 Commodities Moved

To, from and within the State

(tons in thousands; values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	133
	12,981
	0
	13,114
	$   500

	Petroleum
	1,042
	1,141
	373
	2,556
	$   503

	Aggregates
	1,205
	4,459
	2,947
	8,611
	$   353

	Grain
	735
	589
	8
	1,332
	$   205

	Chemicals
	159
	652
	39
	850
	$   337

	Ores/Minerals
	43
	969
	72
	1,084
	$   106

	Iron/Steel
	423
	654
	**
	1,077
	$1,012

	Other
	72
	1,237
	171
	1,480
	$   509

	TOTAL
	3,812
	22,683
	3,609
	30,104
	$3,525

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

Shipments on Ohio River Basin Waterways Only


An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the State of Tennessee shows that nearly 4 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the district.  A sizeable portion of this tonnage consisted of aggregates such as limestone and gypsum moving to Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi and Texas.  Docks in the state received over 22.7 million tons, with three Tennessee Valley Authority power plants receiving over 12.5 million tons of coal for use in electric power generation.  More than 3.6 million tons moved within the state.  In 2001, the more than 30 million tons shipped to, from and within Tennessee were worth over $3.5 billion.  
Tennessee docks shipped and received commodities by barge to and from 15 other states.  Kentucky was the Volunteer State’s top trading partner, with almost 15.5 million tons moving on barges between the states.  Tennessee docks shipped goods such as gasoline and gypsum to Kentucky, while Kentucky docks supplied most of the coal moving by barge to the Tennessee TVA utility plants.

	  Tennessee 2001 Commodities 

Shipped by Barge to and from Other States

(tons in thousands; values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments

To
	Tons
	Value
	Top

Commodity
	Shipments

From
	Tons
	Value
	Top

Commodity

	Kentucky
	1,045
	$ 214
	Petroleum
	Kentucky
	14,324
	$ 720
	Coal

	Louisiana
	761
	$ 153
	Grain
	Illinois
	3,621
	$ 242
	Coal

	Illinois
	401
	$ 215
	Iron/Steel
	Louisiana
	2,360
	$ 605
	Minerals

	Arkansas
	393
	$ 155
	Aggregates
	West Virginia
	610
	$ 168
	Coal

	Alabama
	373
	$ 121
	Aggregates
	Missouri
	421
	$   19
	Cement

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

Shipments on Ohio River Basin Waterways Only


There are 139 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Tennessee that shipped and received tonnage in 2000.  The Port of Nashville, which includes 13 miles of the Cumberland River (miles 182 to 194) shipped and received just over 4.8 million tons of commodities in 2001, with most of the tonnage being receipts of sand, gravel, asphalt and cement.

There are nine navigation locks and dams in Tennessee’s portion of the Ohio River basin (see map).  Chickamauga Lock has a history of problems associated with concrete expansion.  A study conducted by the Tennessee Valley Authority recommended the construction of a new 600’ x 110’ lock chamber.  Congress appropriated $ 4 million to begin preconstruction engineering and design work on the new larger lock.  

	Tennessee - 2001 Lock Tonnage

(tons in thousands)

	Lock
	Location
	Lock Tonnage

	
	River
	Mile
	Upbound
	Downbound
	Total

	Cheatham
	Cumberland
	148.7
	8,779
	346
	9,125

	Old Hickory
	Cumberland
	216.2
	3,801
	49
	3,850

	Cordell Hull
	Cumberland
	313.5
	*
	*
	*

	Pickwick Landing
	Tennessee
	206.7
	14,452
	3,176
	17,628

	Nickajack
	Tennessee
	424.7
	3,040
	1,053
	4,094

	Chickamauga
	Tennessee
	471.0
	1,303
	622
	1,925

	Watts Bar
	Tennessee
	529.9
	1,023
	564
	1,587

	Fort Loudoun
	Tennessee
	602.3
	515
	168
	683

	Melton Hill
	Clinch
	23.1
	875
	793
	1,668

	* LPMS Data is not collected at Cordell Hull or Melton Hill Locks

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System
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Tennessee’s Rivers, Locks and Dams





139 Manufacturing Facilities, Power Plants, Terminals and Docks Are Located Along Tennessee’s Navigable Rivers








