Tennessee District 3 – Congressman Zach Wamp

Tennessee's 3rd Congressional District is located in the heart of the upper Tennessee River basin. The district borders or contains the Tennessee River from mile 417 to mile 589, the first 10 miles of the Hiwassee River and the entire navigable portions of the Clinch River (60 miles) and Emory River (12 miles).

Just less than 5 million tons of commodities pass through this area of the Tennessee River system.  In 1999, these commodities had a combined value of more than $1.4 billion.  Over 50% of the tonnage moving in, out, within or past Tennessee District 3 is grain and aggregates.  Over 460 thousand tons moved between the Tennessee River and the Hiwassee River.

	Tennessee Congressional District 3

1999 Commodities Moved

To, from and within the State
(values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	0
	19,655
	0
	19,655
	$     1

	Petroleum
	0
	420,417
	0
	420,417
	$ 108

	Aggregates
	63,416
	481,933
	**
	545,349
	$   12

	Grain
	6,359
	237,070
	0
	243,429
	$   30

	Chemicals
	53,710
	138,804
	0
	192,514
	$ 102

	Ores/Minerals
	0
	43,352
	0
	43,352
	$     2

	Iron/Steel
	233,263
	248,917
	0
	482,180
	$ 393

	Other
	710
	158,808
	789,568
	949,086
	$ 253

	TOTAL
	357,458
	1,748,956
	789,568
	2,895,982
	$ 901

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of the 1999 waterborne commerce data for Tennessee’s 3rd Congressional District shows that over 357 thousand tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the district.  Most of this amount was iron and steel shipped to Alabama.  Docks in the district received 1.7 million tons from outside the district. Louisiana was the leading shipper to Tennessee District 3, transporting approximately 513 thousand tons, primarily petroleum.  Almost 790 thousand tons moved within the district.  In 1999, the 2.9 million tons shipped to, from and within Tennessee District 3 had a combined value of $901 million.

There were 42 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in the district that shipped or received tonnage in 1999 (see map).  The Port of Chattanooga was the largest port area, with 2.8 million tons shipped and received in 1999.

	Tennessee Congressional District 3

1999 Commodities 

Shipped by Barge to and from Other States
(value in millions of dollars)

	Shipments

To
	Commodity
	Shipments

From
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Alabama
	97,443
	$ 94
	Iron/Steel
	Louisiana
	512,558
	 $ 142
	Petroleum

	Illinois
	91,982
	$ 36
	Aggregates
	Illinois
	247,456
	$   55
	Petroleum

	Arkansas
	85,675
	$ 79
	Iron/Steel
	Kentucky
	146,214
	$   17
	Aggregates

	Minnesota
	31,544
	$ 49
	Chemicals
	Alabama
	82,563
	$   32
	Cement

	Louisiana
	12,949
	$   8
	Iron/Steel
	Ohio
	57,661
	$   54
	Iron/Steel

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


The locks and dams in Tennessee District 3 are Nickajack, Chickamauga and Watts Bar on the Tennessee River and Melton Hill on the Clinch River.  Chickamauga Lock has a history of problems associated with concrete expansion.  A study conducted by the Tennessee Valley Authority recommended the construction of a new 110’ x 600’ lock chamber.  A feasibility study is currently underway by the Nashville District for the replacement of the lock.  Increased monitoring, maintenance and repairs will be needed to allow the existing lock to remain open beyond 2010.

	Tennessee Congressional District 3

1999 Lock Tonnage
(in thousands of tons)

	LOCK
	RIVER
	MILE
	UPBOUND
	DOWNBOUND
	TOTAL

	Nickajack
	Tennessee
	424.7
	3,600
	1,075
	4,675

	Chickamauga
	Tennessee
	471.0
	1,572
	726
	2,298

	Watts Bar
	Tennessee
	529.9
	1,166
	597
	1,763

	Melton Hill
	Clinch
	23.1
	*
	*
	*

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System

LPMS data is not collected at Melton Hill
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