Pennsylvania District 18 – Congressman Michael Doyle

Pennsylvania’s 18th Congressional District is located near the confluence of the Monongahela and Allegheny Rivers, just above the origin of the Ohio River (see map).  The district contains or borders 16 miles of the Allegheny River and 20 miles of the Monongahela River.

In 1999, over 27.5 million tons of commodities – coal, petroleum, chemicals and aggregates – moved to, from, within and past the 18th Congressional District.  These commodities had a combined value of approximately $2.2 billion.  Coal made up 81% of this tonnage, followed by aggregates with 7%.

	Pennsylvania Congressional District 18

1999 Commodities Moved

To, from and within the State

 (values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	1,010,119
	8,717,913
	**
	9,728,032
	$    373

	Petroleum
	114,284
	600,104
	0
	714,388
	$    143

	Aggregates
	**
	738,255
	0
	738,255
	$      16

	Grain
	**
	38,482
	0
	38,482
	$        8

	Chemicals
	**
	106,457
	0
	106,457
	$      61

	Ores/Minerals
	**
	516,158
	0
	516,158
	$      30

	Iron/Steel
	259,136
	204,114
	0
	463,250
	$    417

	Other
	190,317
	44,843
	218,937
	454,097
	$    142

	TOTAL
	1,573,856
	10,966,326
	218,937
	12,759,119
	$ 1,191

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the 18th Congressional District of Pennsylvania shows that approximately 1.6 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the district.  A sizeable portion of this tonnage (over 1 million tons) consisted of coal and a few other commodities shipped to Ohio.  Docks in the district received nearly 11 million tons.  West Virginia was the top shipper to Pennsylvania District 18, transporting approximately 4.6 million tons of coal, petroleum and a few other commodities.  Over 218 thousand tons moved within the district.  In 1999, the 12.7 million tons shipped to, from and within Pennsylvania District 18 were worth almost $1.2 billion.

	Pennsylvania Congressional District 18

 1999 Commodities Shipped by Barge to and from Other States
(value in millions of dollars)

	Shipments

To
	Commodity
	Shipments

From
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Ohio
	434,759
	$   20
	Coal
	West Virginia
	4,597,336
	$ 202
	Coal

	West Virginia
	370,256
	$   18
	Coal
	Ohio
	929,738
	$   39
	Coal

	Kentucky
	137,584
	$   19
	Coal
	Louisiana
	749,481
	$ 134
	Ores/Minerals

	Indiana
	106,980
	$ 130
	Iron/Steel
	Kentucky
	244,481
	$   71
	Petroleum

	Texas
	102,638
	$ 103
	Iron/Steel
	Texas
	56,739
	$   54
	Chemicals

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


There were 41 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Pennsylvania’s 18th Congressional District that shipped and received tonnage in 1999 (see map).  The District is included in the Port of Pittsburgh, the largest and busiest inland port in the Ohio River Basin.  In 1999, the Port of Pittsburgh shipped and received over 52.9 million tons of commodities.

More coal is shipped on the Ohio River Basin waterways than any other commodity.  Over 800 thousand tons of coal were shipped from District 18 to nine waterside power plants in the Ohio River Basin.

There are four navigation locks and dams in the 18th Congressional District (see map).  They are Lock and Dam 2 and Lock and Dam 3 on the Monongahela River and Lock and Dam 2 and Lock and Dam 3 on the Allegheny.  The modernization plan for the lower Monongahela River includes replacement of the fixed crest dam at Lock and Dam 2 with a gated dam (to be called Braddock Dam).  The locks at Locks and Dam 4 would be replaced with new twin 84’ x 720’ chambers, and this project will be renamed Charleroi Locks and Dam.  Locks and Dam 3 will be removed. The current schedule calls for completion of work by 2008 at a cost of $705 million.  The benefit/cost ratio is 3.7 to 1.  In fiscal year 2001, $60 million was appropriated by Congress for this work.

	Pennsylvania Congressional District 18

1999 Lock Tonnage

(in thousands of tons)

	LOCK
	UPBOUND
	DOWNBOUND
	TOTAL

	Monongahela L/D 2
	8,949
	12,175
	21,124

	Monongahela L/D 3
	3,485
	14,507
	17,992

	Allegheny L/D 2
	1,788
	824
	2,612

	Allegheny L/D 3
	1,825
	742
	2,567

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System


