Pennsylvania District 4 – Congresswoman Melissa Hart

Pennsylvania’s 4th Congressional District contains most of the Pennsylvania portion of the Ohio River and part of the Allegheny River (see map).  On the Ohio River, the district spans from mile 15 to the border with West Virginia and Ohio at mile 40.  Pennsylvania District 4 also contains miles 20 through 29 of the Allegheny River and borders miles 13 through 19 and mile 30 on the right descending bank of the Allegheny.

Approximately 54 million tons of commodities (coal, aggregates, iron, steel and petroleum) originate, terminate or pass by the 4th District.  In 1999, coal made up about 75%(40 million tons) of the traffic.  Aggregates were next, with 9.3%.  The commodities moving through this area have a combined value of over $5.6 billion.

	Pennsylvania Congressional District 4

1999 Commodities Moved To, from and within the State
 (values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	123,036
	6,211,198
	27,848
	6,362,082
	$    247

	Petroleum
	**
	1,136,613
	**
	1,136,613
	$    103

	Aggregates
	2,137,130
	501,481
	**
	2,638,611
	$      54

	Grain
	**
	**
	0
	0
	$        0

	Chemicals
	69,382
	524,013
	0
	593,395
	$    177

	Ores/Minerals
	**
	337,752
	0
	337,752
	$      90

	Iron/Steel
	268,267
	1,269,118
	0
	1,537,385
	$    810

	Other
	374,718
	642,191
	204,204
	1,221,113
	$    652

	TOTAL
	2,972,533
	10,622,366
	232,052
	13,826,951
	$ 2,133

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the 4th Congressional District of Pennsylvania shows that nearly 3 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the district, while 10.6 million tons were received in 1999.  More than 232 thousand tons moved within the district.  The details of the tonnage within the district cannot be published due to an insufficient number of barge operators.  The value of the 13.8 million tons shipped and received in the district was $ 2.1 billion.

	Pennsylvania Congressional District 4

 1999 Commodities Shipped by Barge to and from Other States

(value in millions of dollars)

	Shipments

To
	Commodity
	Shipments

From
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Kentucky
	242,693
	$   67
	Iron/Steel
	West Virginia
	4,964,176
	$ 252
	Coal

	West Virginia
	89,413
	$     5
	Aggregates
	Louisiana
	1,891,807
	$ 796
	Iron/Steel

	Texas
	66,481
	$   44
	Iron/Steel
	Kentucky
	831,387
	$   90
	Lime

	Ohio
	48,679
	$     6
	Petroleum
	Ohio
	372,554
	$   23
	Coal

	Arkansas
	46,705
	$ 108
	Iron/Steel
	Illinois
	315,399
	$   26
	Petroleum

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


There were 55 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks adjacent to the river in Pennsylvania’s 4th Congressional District that shipped and received tonnage in 1999 (see map). These include two power plants that received over 4.2 million tons of coal.  The district contains a portion of the Port of Pittsburgh, which is the largest inland port in the United States.  The port shipped and received 52.9 million tons of commodities in 1999.  The Port of Pittsburgh is defined as miles 0-40 of the Ohio River, miles 0-91 of the Monongahela River and the entire 72 navigable miles of the Allegheny River.  

There are three navigation locks and dams in the 4th Congressional District (see map).  Montgomery is located at Ohio River mile 31.7, The project was built in 1936, and features a main lock chamber measuring 110’ x 600’ and an auxiliary lock that is 56’ x 360’.  Montgomery is one of only three remaining navigation projects on the Ohio River that do not have a 110’ x 1200’ lock chamber (along with Emsworth and Dashields, the two Ohio River projects upstream of Montgomery).  The costs associated with major rehabilitation and major maintenance over a 50 year economic design life may exceed the cost of replacement with new larger facilities.  Any closures of the main chambers for repairs force greater future reliance on the very small auxiliary chambers.  As part of the Ohio River Main Stem Study of navigation modernization, replacement plans involving two or three projects are being evaluated.

District 4 also includes Locks and Dams 3 and 4 on the Allegheny River.

	Pennsylvania Congressional District 4

1999 Lock Tonnage
(in thousands of tons)

	LOCK
	UPBOUND
	DOWNBOUND
	TOTAL

	Montgomery
	14,947
	11,598
	26,545

	Allegheny River L/D 3
	1,825
	742
	2,567

	Allegheny River L/D 4
	435
	1,177
	1,612

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System


