Ohio – Senators George Voinovich, Sherrod Brown
The State of Ohio borders over 300 miles of Lake Erie (including the shores of its islands).  The state’s lakefront docks ship and receive primarily bulk raw materials such as coal, iron ore and limestone.  

In 2005, over 52 million tons of commodities moved to, from and within Ohio on the waters of the Great Lakes.  These commodities had a combined value of $4.7 billion.  Coal and iron ore, with more than 33 million tons, per commodity, accounted for 64.5 percent of the state’s total traffic.  Limestone ranked third with 10 million tons that represented 19 percent of the state’s total traffic. 
	Ohio Lakewise Commodities - 2005

	To, From and Within the State

	 (tonnage in thousands of tons; values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	15,858
	605
	0
	16,463
	$634 

	Petroleum Products
	348
	382
	**
	730
	$121 

	Crude Petroleum
	0
	0
	0
	0
	$0

	Aggregates
	390
	1,241
	**
	1,631
	$27 

	Limestone
	1,254
	5,673
	3,090
	10,017
	$791 

	Grain
	**
	**
	0
	0
	**

	Chemicals
	**
	**
	0
	0
	**

	Ores
	0
	**
	0
	0
	**

	Nonmetallic Mineral
	**
	**
	**
	0
	**

	Iron & Steel Prods
	**
	480
	0
	480
	$406

	Iron Ore
	210
	14,683
	2,442
	17,335
	$519 

	Cement
	**
	1,082
	0
	1,082
	$44 

	Others
	2,362
	1,784
	529
	4,675
	$2,182 

	TOTAL
	20,422
	25,930
	6,061
	52,413
	$4,724 


           ** Insufficient vessel operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

          Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics 
An analysis of the 2005 lakewise waterborne commerce data for the State of Ohio shows that over 20 million tons of commodities were shipped on the Great Lakes system out of the state.  A sizeable portion of this tonnage (over 14.0 million tons) consisted of coal moving to Canada and Michigan.  Docks in the state received almost 26 million tons from outside the state.  Iron ore and limestone coming from Minnesota, Michigan and Canada were the top commodities in this category.  More than 6.0 million tons moved within the state.  Limestone shipments from the Marblehead area to Cleveland and Fairport made up over half of this tonnage.
	Ohio Lakewise Commodities

	Shipments To and From Other States and Canada - 2005

	(tons in thousands; values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments
	Commodity
	Shipments
	Commodity

	To
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	From
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Michigan 
	4,791
	$223 
	Coal
	Minnesota
	8,973
	$269 
	Iron Ore

	Wisconsin
	1,286
	$43 
	Coal
	Michigan
	6,456
	$415 
	Limestone

	Canada
	**
	$682 
	Coal
	Canada
	8,497
	$1,160 
	Iron Ore

	Other Foreign
	**
	$30
	Grain
	Other Foreign
	897
	$1,378 
	Iron/Steel Prods


** Insufficient vessel operators to release this tonnage
Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

Coal accounted for 81 percent of the total tonnage shipped from Ohio to Canada, with most of it moving from docks in Toledo, Conneaut and Ashtabula.  The leading state shipping on the Great Lakes to Ohio was Minnesota, where over 8.9 million tons of commodities originated.  Iron ore shipments to Ashtabula, Lorain and Toledo made up most of these shipments. Michigan ranked second in shipping commodities, predominately limestone, into Ohio.  Shipments to Ohio from countries other than Canada of flat-rolled steel and other high value commodities were worth over $1.3 billion.
There were 85 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks on Ohio’s lakefront that shipped and received tonnage in 2005.  The Port of Cleveland shipped and received over 13.6 million tons of commodities (worth about $1.4 billion) in 2005.  The Port of Toledo ranked second in with shipments and receipts totaling 10.5 million tons and worth more than $778 million. The Port of Ashtabula ranked third with shipments and receipts commodity value with 9.7 million tons valued  at $1.1 billion.  
	Ohio - 2005 Great Lakes Port Tonnage

	(tonnage in thousands of tons; values in millions of $)

	Port
	Shipments
	Receipts
	Within
	Total
	Value
	Top

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Commodity

	Cleveland
	1,241
	9,833
	2,566
	13,640
	$1,385 
	Iron Ore

	Toledo
	4,548
	5,960
	0
	10,508
	$778 
	Iron Ore

	Ashtabula
	5,405
	4,309
	0
	9,714
	$1,349 
	Coal

	Conneaut
	3,877
	3,528
	0
	7,405
	$300 
	Coal

	Marblehead
	3,496
	0
	0
	3,496
	$274 
	Limestone

	Lorain
	188
	2,867
	0
	3,055
	$184 
	Iron Ore

	Fairport
	582
	1,869
	0
	2,451
	$533 
	Limestone

	Sandusky
	3,521
	34
	0
	3,555
	$134 
	Coal

	Huron
	21
	1
	0
	22
	$61 
	Limestone

	Kelleys Island
	816
	2
	0
	818
	$65 
	Limestone


 Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
Great Lakes Navigation Review, Reconnaissance Report  

The review examines the feasibility of undertaking any capital improvements to the Great Lakes navigation system.  The review identifies factors and trends that affect the character of the existing system and projects future commodity flows and the external factors that affect them.  Factors investigated include evolving transportation technologies, inter-modal linkages, characteristics of the Great Lakes fleet, changes affecting demand sectors, lock, channel and harbor capital improvements and related purposes.

The reconnaissance level study ( Reconnaissance Phase ), completed in June of 2002, documented what improvements may be warranted for further investigation in a follow-on feasibility study.  Once a determination regarding Federal interest has been made and a cost-sharing partner(s) identified, a feasibility report will be prepared and made available to the public.  A feasibility study will quantify system capacity constraints limiting vessel movements, examine required modifications to improve the efficiency and reliability of the system and optimize an investment plan for meeting the needs and fulfilling the opportunities identified for the system.   

Initial results from the reconnaissance level study indicate that both reliability and adequacy of the existing system suggest problems and opportunities.  Suggested improvements worthy of further study include deepening connecting channels, the St. Lawrence Seaway and specific ports, and reconstruction of aging locks on the system.

