Mississippi – Senators Thad Cochran, Trent Lott
Mississippi has both deep-draft and shallow-draft navigation within and along its borders.  The Gulf Intracoastal Waterway along the southern border of the state is an important waterway connecting the Gulf states from Texas to Florida.  The Gulf ports of Biloxi, Pascagoula and Gulfport combined to ship and receive more than 32 million tons.  The western border of Mississippi is 411 miles of the Lower Mississippi River (miles 305-715).  The Yazoo River, a tributary of the Mississippi carries a small amount of fertilizer and grain.  The state also contains most of the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway, a relatively new alternate route for commodities moving to and from the world markets using the port of Mobile, Alabama.  Mississippi also borders 1 mile (mile 214) of the Tennessee River.

In 2005, 21 million tons of commodities (mostly petroleum, chemicals, aggregates and grain) moved to, from, and within  Mississippi.  These commodities had a combined value of $21.8 billion.  Petroleum products comprised 52% of this tonnage, followed by chemicals at 11%.
	Mississippi 2005 Tonnage by Commodity Groups

	Shipped From, To and Within the State

	 (values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	**
	949,215
	**
	949,215
	$36 

	Petroleum
	7,360,264
	3,731,925
	352,690
	11,444,879
	$1,600 

	Aggregates
	95,529
	2,035,700
	**
	2,131,229
	$144 

	Grain
	1,977,304
	132,345
	**
	2,109,649
	$467 

	Chemicals
	1,310,988
	1,081,182
	30,477
	2,422,647
	$1,395 

	Ores/Minerals
	40,380
	225,512
	0
	265,892
	$40 

	Iron/Steel
	256,311
	235,576
	**
	491,887
	$505 

	Other
	1,208,516
	544,718
	186,963
	1,940,197
	$418 

	TOTAL
	12,249,292
	8,936,173
	570,130
	21,755,595
	$4,605 

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the State of Mississippi shows that more than 12.2 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the state.  A sizeable portion of this tonnage (over 7 million tons) consisted of petroleum products.  Docks in the state received 8.9 million tons, with petroleum being the largest commodity.  Over 570 thousand tons moved within the state.  In 2005, the 21.7 million tons shipped to, from and within Mississippi were worth $4.6 billion. 

	2005 Mississippi Waterborne Commerce

	Shipped to and from Other States and Countries

	(tonnage in thousands of tons; values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments
	Commodity
	Shipments
	Commodity

	To
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	From
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Florida
	4,985
	$726 
	Petroleum
	Louisiana
	3,935
	$710 
	Petroleum

	Louisiana
	3,546
	$687 
	Grain
	Alabama
	1,368
	$275 
	Coal

	Texas
	1,070
	$403 
	Petroleum
	Kentucky
	1,184
	$125 
	Aggregates

	Alabama
	877
	$205 
	Petroleum
	Texas
	755
	$129 
	Petroleum

	Kentucky
	700
	$127 
	Petroleum
	Misssouri
	721
	$46 
	Others

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Mississippi docks shipped commodities by barge to 20 states and foreign countries, and received commodities from 20 states, Puerto Rico and foreign countries.  The leading state shipped to was Florida, with almost 5 million tons and a value of over $726 million.  The leading state shipping by barge to Mississippi was Louisiana, which shipped over 3.9 million tons, with petroleum the primary commodity. 
There are approximately 133 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks on the waterways of Mississippi that shipped and received tonnage in 2005. 

There are no locks located on the Mississippi River in the state of Mississippi.

Mississippi has eight locks on the Tennessee–Tombigbee Waterway, a project that was completed in 1985.  The Tenn-Tom makes direct navigation possible between the Ohio River Basin and the Gulf of Mexico by connecting the Tennessee River to the Black Warrior-Tombigbee river system.  Mississippi contains or borders the upper 139 miles of the 234 mile waterway.  

Mississippi contains three ports on the Gulf of Mexico.  Pascagoula is a major port for the receipt of petroleum products such as gasoline and other petroleum products.  The port includes Bayou Casotte.  Gulfport docks receive food products as its top commodity. Biloxi docks do not handle foreign traffic but receives mainly coal from Alabama and aggregates from Alabama and Kentucky.  On the Mississippi River, Vicksburg received crude petroleum transloaded into barges. Natchez handled commodities such as aggregates, grains and cement.   Movements in and out of Greenville were mostly to and from Louisiana, with grains such as soybeans and rice shipped from Greenville and petroleum products, aggregates and chemicals coming in.  The port of Rosedale Harbor includes Lower Mississippi River miles 585-590 and shipped grains such as soybeans to Louisiana.  Its main receipts were fertilizers. 

	Major Mississippi Ports – 2005 Waterborne Commerce

	(tons in thousands; values in billions)

	Port
	Tons
	Commodity

	
	Total
	Domestic
	Foreign
	

	
	
	
	Imports
	Exports
	Value
	Top

	Biloxi
	1,451
	1,451
	0
	0
	$129 
	Coal

	Gulfport
	1,779
	88
	1,004
	687
	$34 
	Food Products

	Pascagoula
	29,323
	9,429
	16,542
	3,352
	$2,240 
	Petroleum Prod

	Natchez
	438
	438
	0
	0
	$82 
	Crude Materials

	Vicksburg
	4,056
	4,056
	0
	0
	$564 
	Crude Petroleum

	Greenville
	2,528
	2,528
	0
	0
	$606 
	Petroleum Prod

	Rosedale Harbor
	516
	516
	0
	0
	$131 
	Chemicals

	  Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

	* - Domestic Commodity Traffic Only


