Minnesota – Senators Norm Coleman, Amy Klobuchar 

The State of Minnesota borders 272 miles of Lake Superior.  The state is a major supplier of iron ore to mills located in the other Great Lakes states.  Much of the iron ore originates in the northern part of the state, while the area around Duluth is a major shipping area for coal and grain as well as iron ore.
	Minnesota Lakewise Commodities - 2005

	To, From and Within the State

	 (tons in thousands; values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	**
	1,278
	0
	1,278
	$48

	Petroleum Products
	0
	0
	**
	0
	**

	Aggregates
	0
	**
	**
	0
	**

	Limestone
	0
	1,881
	0
	1,881
	$149

	Grain
	**
	0
	0
	0
	**

	Chemicals
	**
	**
	0
	0
	**

	Nonmetallic Minerals
	**
	195
	0
	195
	$4

	Iron/Steel Products
	**
	**
	0
	0
	**

	Iron Ore
	24,205
	**
	**
	24,205
	$726

	Cement
	**
	**
	**
	0
	**

	Other
	1,158
	509
	38
	1,705
	$663

	TOTAL
	25,363
	3,863
	38
	29,264
	$1,590


     ** Insufficient vessel operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

       Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics 
 An analysis of the 2005 waterborne commerce data for the State of Minnesota shows that over 25 million tons of commodities were shipped on the lakes system out of the state.  The bulk of this tonnage (95 percent) consisted of iron ore.  Docks in the state received approximately 3.8 million tons from other states.  In 2005, the 29.3 million tons shipped to, from and within Minnesota had a value of almost $1.6 billion.
	Minnesota Lakewise Commodities

	Shipments To and From Other States and Canada - 2005

	(tons in thousands; values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments
	Commodity
	Shipments
	Commodity

	To
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	From
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Indiana
	10,945
	$330 
	Iron Ore
	Michigan
	2,106
	$159 
	Limestone

	Ohio
	8,973
	$269 
	Iron Ore
	Wisconsin
	1,188
	$45 
	Coal

	Canada
	3,093
	$197 
	Iron Ore
	Canada
	343
	$37 
	Others

	Other Foreign
	759
	$393
	Grain
	Other Foreign
	35
	$70 
	Others


 Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
Minnesota’s lake docks shipped more tonnage to Indiana than any other state. Almost 11 million tons of commodities (mainly iron ore) worth $330 million were shipped from Minnesota to Indiana.  Iron ore was also the largest commodity moving from Minnesota to Ohio, with a large part of that tonnage moving from Duluth/Superior and Silver Bay Harbors to the Cleveland, Ashtabula and Lorain areas.  Limestone accounted for more than 48 percent of Minnesota’s tonnage receipts in 2005, with most of the limestone coming from Calcite and Port Dolomite in Michigan.

There were 27 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Minnesota that shipped and received tonnage in 2005.  The port of Duluth-Superior includes both the Minnesota and Wisconsin cities and ranks as the largest U.S.  Great Lakes port and the 16th largest port in the country.  Coal and iron ore shipments combine to make up 38 million (83 percent) of the port’s 42 million outbound tons.  Limestone is the top commodity received in the port.  Two Harbors ranks 7th among the U.S. Great Lakes ports.
	Minnesota - 2005 Great Lakes Port Tonnage

	(tonnage in thousands of tons; values in millions of $)

	Port
	Shipments
	Receipts
	Within
	Total
	Value
	Top

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Commodity

	Duluth MN/Superior WI
	39,048
	3,650
	179
	42,877
	$2,472 
	Iron Ore 

	Two Harbors
	10,917
	42
	0
	10,959
	$331 
	Iron Ore 

	Silver Bay
	4,619
	557
	0
	5,176
	$162 
	Iron Ore 

	Taconite
	1,794
	713
	0
	2,507
	$81 
	Coal

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System
	 
	 


Great Lakes Navigation Review, Reconnaissance Report  

The review examines the feasibility of undertaking any capital improvements to the Great Lakes navigation system.  The review identifies factors and trends that affect the character of the existing system and projects future commodity flows and the external factors that affect them.  Factors investigated include evolving transportation technologies, inter-modal linkages, characteristics of the Great Lakes fleet, changes affecting demand sectors, lock, channel and harbor capital improvements and related purposes.

The reconnaissance level study ( Reconnaissance Phase ), completed in June of 2002, documented what improvements may be warranted for further investigation in a follow-on feasibility study.  Once a determination regarding Federal interest has been made and a cost-sharing partner(s) identified, a feasibility report will be prepared and made available to the public.  A feasibility study will quantify system capacity constraints limiting vessel movements, examine required modifications to improve the efficiency and reliability of the system and optimize an investment plan for meeting the needs and fulfilling the opportunities identified for the system.   

Initial results from the reconnaissance level study indicate that both reliability and adequacy of the existing system suggest problems and opportunities.  Suggested improvements worthy of further study include deepening connecting channels, the St. Lawrence Seaway and specific ports, and reconstruction of aging locks on the system.
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