Minnesota – Senators Paul Wellstone, Mark Dayton

The State of Minnesota sits at the top of the nation’s major water transportation highway, the Mississippi River.  The first 48 navigable miles are within the state, and the next 137 miles serve as the border between Minnesota and Wisconsin.  Minnesota contains the Minnesota River, which is navigable for 25 miles, and the state also borders the St. Croix River (Lake St. Croix) which is navigable for 24.5 miles.

In 1999, over 20 million tons of commodities (mostly grain, coal, and chemicals) moved to, from, within and past Minnesota.  These commodities had a combined value of more than $3.4 billion.  Grain made up 54% of this tonnage, followed by aggregates at 13%.  5.8 million tons of commodities worth just less than $1 billion moved on the Minnesota River.  Just less than five million tons of this was corn, soybeans, wheat and other grains.  The St. Croix River  carried just less than 300 thousand tons of commodities worth about $50 million.

	Minnesota 1999 Waterborne Commerce

To, from and within the State
 (values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	171,388
	244,734
	0
	416,122
	$     25

	Petroleum
	671,302
	**
	**
	671,302
	$     92

	Aggregates
	0
	248,986
	**
	248,986
	$     19

	Grain
	10,457,534
	24,280
	**
	10,481,814
	$1,389

	Chemicals
	305,849
	1,268,897
	**
	1,574,746
	$1,253

	Ores/Minerals
	0
	577,998
	0
	577,998
	$     26

	Iron/Steel
	**
	157,231
	0
	157,231
	$   111

	Other
	266,883
	698,164
	2,560,921
	3,525,968
	$   369

	TOTAL
	11,872,956
	3,220,290
	2,560,921
	17,654,167
	$3,283


** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

Shipments in shallow draft barges only
An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the State of Minnesota shows that over 11.8 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the state.  The bulk of this tonnage (10.5 million tons) consisted of grain.  Docks in the state received 3.2 million tons from other states, with chemicals being the primary commodity.  More than 2.5 million tons moved within the state.  In 1999, the 17.7 million tons shipped to, from and within Minnesota had a value of $3.3 billion.  Shippers moving commodities by barge to, from and within Minnesota realized savings of over $200 million compared to other transportation modes.

	Minnesota 1999 Commodities 

Shipped by Barge to and from Other States
(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments

To
	Commodity
	Shipments

From
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Louisiana
	9,796,328
	$1,304
	Grain
	Louisiana
	2,266,082
	$1,211
	Chemicals

	Alabama
	480,717
	$     83
	Grain
	Iowa
	319,017
	$    27
	Aggregates

	Illinois
	297,419
	$     53
	Grain
	Kentucky
	193,240
	$    17
	Coal

	Kentucky
	210,261
	$     36
	Petroleum
	Indiana
	88,364
	$    27
	Petroleum

	Tennessee
	202,605
	$     68
	Grain
	Illinois
	80,385
	$      3
	Aggregates


   Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

   Shipments in shallow draft barges only
Minnesota docks shipped commodities by barge to 16 other states and received commodities from 17 other states.  Of those states, Louisiana received the most cargo (almost 10 million tons worth $1.3 billion).  Most of the corn, soybeans and wheat shipped to Louisiana was exported to the world market.  The leading state shipping by barge to Minnesota was also Louisiana, transporting 2.3 million tons of goods, most of which was chemicals.  Louisiana shipments to Minnesota of high value commodities such as ores, iron, steel and chemicals were worth $1.2 billion.

There were 49 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Minnesota that shipped and received tonnage in 1999 (see map).  The Port of St. Paul shipped and received 5.3 million tons worth approximately $730 million.  Most of the shipments were of grain and the leading commodity received was aggregates.  The Port of Minneapolis shipped and received 1.7 million tons worth $290 million.

There are 11 Mississippi River navigation locks and dams in Minnesota (see map).  The Upper and Lower St. Anthony Falls Locks, in downtown Minneapolis are the newest projects in the state and have single 56’ x 400’ chambers.  The other projects were built in the 1930’s.  Locks and Dam 1 has two 56’ x 400’ chambers and Locks and Dam 2 has a 110’ x 500’ chamber (with an inoperable auxiliary chamber); the remaining projects feature single 110’ x 600’ lock chambers.

Major rehabilitation is underway at Lock and Dam 3, which is 56 miles downstream of Minneapolis.  This project has been in operation for 63 years.  The system of spot dikes that maintains the navigation pool is deteriorating at an accelerating rate.  Periodic maintenance has prevented failure so far.  If high water erodes the dikes, the resulting loss of the navigation pool would curtail navigation and cause severe environmental damage and economic problems.  This rehabilitation effort addresses the spot dike problems on the Wisconsin side of the river only.  The total cost of the work is $16.2 million, with a benefit/cost ratio of 1.8 to 1.  Congress appropriated $5 million for work in fiscal year 2001.  Half of the funds will come from general appropriations and half from the Inland Waterways Trust Fund, which is funded by fuel taxes paid by the towing industry.

	 Minnesota 1999 Lock Tonnage

(in thousands of tons)

	LOCK
	UPBOUND
	DOWNBOUND
	TOTAL

	Lock & Dam 8
	4,496
	12,330
	16,826

	Lock & Dam 7
	3,898
	11,959
	15,857

	Lock & Dam 6
	3,812
	11,981
	15,793

	Lock & Dam 5A
	3,683
	9,078
	12,761

	Lock & Dam 5
	3,580
	9,191
	12,771

	Lock & Dam 4
	3,168
	9,172
	12,340

	Lock & Dam 3
	3,055
	8,494
	11,549

	Locks & Dam 2
	3,065
	8,474
	11,539

	Locks & Dam 1
	1,536
	536
	2,072

	Lower St. Anthony Falls
	1,542
	525
	2,067

	Upper St. Anthony Falls
	1,543
	521
	2,064



Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System
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