Louisiana – Senators John Breaux, Mary Landrieu

Louisiana is the top state in waterborne transportation.  The state contains or borders the lower 507 miles of the Lower Mississippi River.  Deep draft navigation is possible for the first 236 miles to the Baton Rouge area.  The state also includes over 310 miles of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) system, with over 270 miles to the west of the New Orleans area and about 40 miles to the east.  Louisiana also contains major connecting waterways such as the Port Allen-Morgan City Route and Atchafalaya River which connect the Mississippi River to the GIWW West.  Other major waterways are the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MRGO), the New Orleans Inner Harbor Navigation Canal (IHNC), portions of the Mermenteau, Calcasieu, Ouachita, Black, West Pearl and Red Rivers, and numerous lakes, bayous, canals and passes.
	Louisiana 2000 Waterborne Commerce
To, From and Within the state

 (tonnage in thousands of tons; values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	11,472
	17,857
	1,613
	30,942
	$     1,372

	Petroleum Products
	51,459
	25,369
	17,998
	94,826
	$   11,737

	Crude Petroleum
	2,754
	70,417
	9,013
	82,284
	$     8,136

	Aggregates
	431
	16,735
	502
	17,668
	$     3,837

	Grain
	84,714
	73,006
	1,609
	159,329
	$   25,101

	Chemicals
	24,665
	13,235
	5,386
	43,286
	$   26,027

	Ores/Minerals
	9,572
	7,914
	1,838
	19,324
	$     3,574

	Iron/Steel
	17,103
	15,252
	354
	32,709
	$   15,896

	Other
	16,947
	17,250
	1,429
	35,626
	$   89,048

	TOTAL
	219,117
	257,034
	39,743
	515,894
	$ 185,726


           Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
Louisiana is a major transloading point for commodities between shallow and deep draft barges and deep draft ships.  Under the system the Corps of Engineers uses to calculate waterborne tonnage, commodities that arrive in a barge and then leave on a ship are counted twice in the system since there is no direct connection between the two movements.  
Louisiana was the leading state in total waterborne commerce with almost 516 million tons shipped and received.  Of this amount, almost 108 million tons were exported.  Grain (mostly corn, soybeans and wheat) was about 84 million tons of the exports.  Almost all of the grain originated in the Upper Mississippi basin, moved by shallow draft barge to Louisiana docks which eventually loaded the grain to ships.  Domestic shipments to other states totaled over 111 million tons with gasoline, fuel oils and other petroleum products making up more than a third. 

Louisiana receipts totaled over 257 million tons.  Imports were almost 124 million tons, with 66 million tons of crude petroleum as the top imported commodity.  Of the 17 million tons of coal received in Louisiana, about half was domestic coal that was transloaded and shipped on to Florida.  Most of the rest of the coal was moved to Louisiana power plants.  Fuel oils and gasoline in shallow draft barges made up most of the commodities moving within Louisiana.
	Shipments from Louisiana to other States and Countries 

(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments To
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Florida
	31,358,501
	$   3,524
	Petroleum Products

	Texas
	12,393,321
	$   4,592
	Petroleum Products

	Illinois
	9,739,263
	$   3,985
	Iron/Steel Products

	Ohio
	7,567,062
	$   1,460
	Iron/Steel Products

	Kentucky
	7,075,527
	$   1,593
	Petroleum Products

	Other Countries
	106,556,932
	$ 26,723
	Grain

	Canada
	1,119,790
	$   2,099
	Petroleum Products


              Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
Shipments from Louisiana to Florida were mostly gasoline and fuel oils, which moved in ships and deep draft barges.  A large portion moved from refineries between New Orleans and Baton Rouge to the Tampa area.  A large amount of mostly Ohio River basin coal was shipped to Mississippi River docks below New Orleans, then transloaded and moved onto Florida power plants.  The gasoline and other petroleum products moving to Texas used mostly shallow draft barges.  Imported iron ore, pig iron and primary iron and steel forms moved by barge from transloading facilities above and below New Orleans to Illinois and Ohio.
	Shipments to Louisiana from other States and Countries 

(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments From
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Illinois
	48,553,718
	$   6,440
	Grain

	Missouri
	10,912,646
	$   1,306
	Grain

	Texas
	10,548,387
	$   3,273
	Petroleum Products

	Kentucky
	10,210,557
	$   1,103
	Aggregates

	Minnesota
	8,667,412
	$   1,187
	Grain

	Other Countries
	123,027,050
	$ 33,713
	Crude Petroleum

	Canada
	902,928
	$      516
	Iron/Steel Products


               Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
The leading types of grain shipped from Illinois, Missouri and Minnesota to Louisiana were corn with over 26 million tons and soybeans at about 11 million tons.  Over half of the tonnage shipped from Texas was gasoline and fuel oils moving to docks on the Calcasieu and Mississippi Rivers.  Kentucky limestone moved from quarries on the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers to facilities in the Baton Rouge and Lake Charles areas and also to the Red River to be used for riverbank protection.
Louisiana has 25 locks on its waterways.  The Inner Harbor Navigation Canal Lock (also known as the Industrial Canal Lock) is located just off of the Mississippi River in the New Orleans Industrial Canal.  This canal connects the Mississippi River to Lake Pontchartrain, the east portion of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) and the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet (MRGO).  The current lock was built by nonfederal interests in 1923 and is 640 feet long and 75 feet wide.  The new lock will be 1200 feet long and 110 feet wide and will be located just north of the existing facility between the North Claiborne Ave. and Florida Ave. bridges.  Construction of a replacement lock was authorized in 1956, although the existing lock was not acquired by the Corps of Engineers until 1986.  The estimated cost of the project is $603 million.  The benefit to cost ratio is 2.2 to 1.  Congress appropriated $16.3 million for construction in fiscal year 2001.
Initial results of a study of seven Gulf Intracoastal Waterway Locks in southern Louisiana indicate that there are immediate needs for capacity increases at Bayou Sorrel and Calcasieu locks.  It determined that all the locks are structurally sound, but experience significant delays due to restrictive dimensions.  An Interim Feasibility Study on the situation is continuing.
	Louisiana Navigation Locks
(tonnage in thousands)

	Lock
	River
	Mile
	Year Open
	Size (ft.)
	2000 Tonnage

	Berwick
	Atchafalaya
	1.5
	1950
	307 x 45
	237

	East & West Calumet
	Bayou Teche
	4.0
	1950
	90 x 45
	*

	Jonesville
	Black
	25.0
	1972
	655 x 84
	1,606

	Calcasieu Barrier
	Calcasieu
	38.9
	1968
	575 x 56
	681

	Freshwater Bayou
	Freshwater Bayou
	1.2
	1968
	600 x 84
	3,802

	Harvey
	GIWW
	0.0
	1935
	425 x 75
	2,170

	Inner Harbor
	GIWW
	5.6
	1923
	640 x 75
	14,648

	Bayou Boeuf
	GIWW
	93.3
	1954
	1,156 x 75
	24,179

	Leland Bowman
	GIWW
	162.7
	1985
	1,200 x 110
	41,217

	Calcasieu
	GIWW
	238.5
	1950
	1,205 x 75
	40,194

	Algiers
	GIWW Algiers Canal
	0.0
	1956
	760 x 75
	20,015

	Bayou Sorrel
	Pt Allen – Morgan City Rte.
	37.5
	1952
	800 x 56
	22,204

	Port Allen
	Pt Allen – Morgan City Rte.
	64.1
	1961
	1,202 x 84
	23,877

	Catfish Point
	Mermentau
	25.0
	1951
	500 x 56
	183

	Old River
	Old
	304.0
	1963
	1,200 x 75
	9,181

	Columbia
	Ouachita
	117.2
	1972
	655 x 84
	1,160

	Lindy Claiborne Boggs
	Red
	44.0
	1984
	785 x 84
	2,293

	John H. Overton
	Red
	74.0
	1987
	785 x 84
	2,044

	3
	Red
	116.4
	1992
	785 x 84
	950

	4
	Red
	169.0
	1994
	785 x 84
	405

	Joe D. Waggonner
	Red
	200.0
	1994
	785 x 84
	336

	Schooner Bayou
	Schooner Bayou
	3.4
	1950
	525 x 75
	2

	1
	West Pearl
	29.7
	1949
	310 x 65
	*

	2
	West Pearl
	40.8
	1950
	310 x 65
	*

	3
	West Pearl
	43.9
	1950
	310 x 65
	*


    Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System 2000 Data

  and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Characteristics General Report

Five port areas in Louisiana were ranked in the top 12 in the United States in 2000.  The Port of South Louisiana was the country’s busiest, with over 217 million tons shipped and received.  This port is defined as Lower Mississippi River (LMR) miles 114.9 through 168.5.  This port was the only one in the state with more exports than imports.  The Port of New Orleans (LMR miles 81.2-114.9, plus parts of the MRGO, IHNC and Harvey Canal) ranked 4th nationally.  The Port of Baton Rouge (LMR miles 168.5-253, plus the Baton Rouge Barge Canal) was 9th and the Port of Plaquemines (LMR miles 0-81.2) was 11th.  The state’s non-Mississippi River port, Lake Charles, ranked 12th in the U.S. with over 55 million tons shipped and received on the Calcasieu River.
	Major Ports in Louisiana

(tons in thousands; values in billions)

	Port Name
	Tons
	Commodity

	
	Total
	Domestic
	Foreign
	

	
	
	
	Imports
	Exports
	Value
	Top

	S. Louisiana
	217,757
	119,141
	35,986
	62,630
	$42.4
	Grains

	New Orleans
	90,768
	38,316
	30,275
	22,177
	$42.6
	Petroleum Products

	Baton Rouge
	65,631
	42,505
	13,654
	9,472
	$16.0
	Petroleum Products

	Plaquemines
	59,910
	38,864
	12,394
	8,653
	$10.7
	Coal

	Lake Charles
	55,518
	20,476
	30,297
	4,745
	$27.0
	Crude Petroleum


  Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
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