Kentucky – Senators Mitch McConnell, Jim Bunning

The State of Kentucky borders 664 miles of the Ohio River, from mile 318 through mile 981 where the Ohio flows into the Mississippi River.  The state also contains 64 miles of the Tennessee River, 102 miles of the Cumberland River, the entire 103 navigable miles of the Green River, and four navigable miles of the Licking River.  The 10 navigable miles of the Big Sandy River border eastern Kentucky.

In 1999, over 303 million tons of commodities (mostly coal, petroleum, chemicals and aggregates) moved to, from, within and past Kentucky.  These commodities had a combined value of almost $46 billion.  Coal made up 35% of this tonnage, followed by grain with 23%.

	Kentucky 1999 Waterborne Commerce

To, from and within the State

(values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	28,997,927
	10,637,968
	6,017,412
	45,653,307
	$ 1,755

	Petroleum
	1,634,834
	7,766,431
	248,988
	9,650,253
	$ 1,517

	Aggregates
	18,958,912
	1,455,913
	6,242,726
	26,657,551
	$ 1,481

	Grain
	2,235,085
	291,268
	88,673
	2,615,026
	 $    553

	Chemicals
	565,689
	1,835,384
	42,656
	2,443,729
	$    796

	Ores/ Minerals
	**
	1,151,404
	0
	1,151,404
	$      79

	Iron & Steel
	978,156
	1,698,683
	141,183
	2,818,022
	$ 1,737

	Other 
	1,949,925
	1,160,802
	677,278
	3,788,005
	$    714

	TOTALS
	55,320,528
	25,997,853
	13,458,916
	94,777,297
	$ 8,631


        ** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

        Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

        Shipments on Ohio River Basin Waterways Only
An analysis of the Ohio River basin waterborne commerce data for the State of Kentucky shows that 55.3 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the state.  A sizeable portion of this tonnage (29 million tons) consisted of coal.  Docks in the state received nearly 26 million tons, with coal again being the largest commodity. More than 13 million tons moved within the state.  In 1999, the 94.8 million tons shipped to, from and within Kentucky had a value of $8.6 billion.  Shippers moving commodities by barge to, from and within Kentucky realized savings of over $800 million compared to other transportation modes.

Kentucky docks shipped commodities by barge to 17 states, and received commodities from 15 states.  The leading state shipped to was Tennessee, which received over 16 million tons of material (primarily coal) worth $750 million.  The leading state shipping by barge to Kentucky was West Virginia, which transported 10 million tons.  Louisiana shipments of high-value commodities such as ores, petroleum, aggregates and chemicals to and from Kentucky were worth over $2.5 billion.

	Kentucky 1999 Commodities 

Shipped by Barge to and from Other States
 (values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments

To
	Commodity
	Shipments

From
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Tennessee
	16,005,793
	$    750
	Coal
	W. Virginia
	10,147,533
	$    819
	Coal

	Louisiana
	9,746,409
	$ 1,018
	Limestone
	Louisiana
	7,053,797
	$ 1,476
	Petroleum

	Ohio
	9,395,115
	$    543
	Coal
	Indiana
	2,402,880
	$    188
	Limestone

	Alabama
	6,596,417
	$    329
	Coal
	Illinois
	2,361,706
	$    167
	Coal

	Indiana
	3,681,613
	$    189
	Coal
	Ohio
	1,174,743
	$    141
	Coal


 Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
 Shipments on Ohio River Basin Waterways Only
There were 238 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Kentucky that shipped and received tonnage in 1999 (see map).  The Port of Louisville, which includes 16 miles of the Ohio River (miles 601 to 616) shipped and received over 8.5 million tons of commodities in 1999, making it the 4th largest port in the Ohio River Basin.  

More coal is moved by water in the Ohio River Basin than any other commodity.  Over 31 million tons of Kentucky coal is shipped by barge to 32 power plants in the basin and to 11 plants elsewhere in the country.  As reflected on the map, 16 power plants in Kentucky receive coal by barge.  These plants received more than 15 million tons of coal in 1999.

There are 14 navigation locks and dams in Kentucky (see map).  There are ten active projects on the Ohio River: Lock and Dam 53, Lock and Dam 52, Smithland, John T. Myers, Newburgh, Cannelton, McAlpine, Markland, Meldahl and Greenup.  Kentucky waterways also include Kentucky Lock and Dam on the Tennessee River, Barkley Lock and Dam on the Cumberland River and Locks and Dams 1 and 2 on the Green River.  

Ground was broken on Olmsted Locks and Dam in 1996.  Locks and Dam 52 and 53 will be replaced with a single facility consisting of twin 110’ x 1200’ lock chambers and a submersible dam for a total cost of $1 billion.  The benefit/cost ratio is 3.7 to 1.  The locks are scheduled for completion in 2001, with the entire project to be completed in 2009.  Congress appropriated $56 million for construction work in fiscal year 2001.

Construction began at McAlpine in 1999 on a new 110’ x 1200’ lock, which will replace the active 110’ x 600’ auxiliary and an inactive auxiliary lock.  The project is scheduled for completion in 2007 at a total cost of $268 million, with a benefit/cost ratio of 1.7 to 1.  Congress appropriated $18 million for work in fiscal year 2001.

At John T. Myers and Greenup Locks and Dams, major repairs of the main chambers associated with heavy use and age force greater future reliance on the inadequately-sized auxiliary chamber.  This results in accelerating transit costs.  The John T. Myers and Greenup Locks Improvements Interim Feasibility Report, a product of the Ohio River Mainstem Study, recommends a 600’ extension of the auxiliary chamber and a miter gate quick changeout system at both projects, along with rehabilitation of the main chamber at Greenup.  These projects were authorized for construction in the Water Resources Development Act of 2000.  The work at Greenup should cost $175 million with a benefit/cost ratio of 2.6 to 1, while John T. Myers has a price tag of $182 million and a benefit/cost ratio of 2 to 1. Design work will begin in fiscal year 2001, with $1.3 million available for Greenup and $2.2 million for John T. Myers.

Ground was broken in October of 1999 on a new 110’ x 1200’ lock at Kentucky Lock.  Completion is scheduled for 2008-2012 depending on funding; the total cost will be approximately $533 million, with a benefit/cost ratio of 2.4 to 1.  The existing 110’ x 600’ lock will continue to be used as an auxiliary.  Kentucky Lock and Dam’s current single lock chamber is insufficient to handle increasing tonnage.  The lack of an auxiliary chamber forces tows to use Barkley Lock during periods of extended delays and closures.  Kentucky Lock is at 90% capacity and tows face average delays of 5 to 6 hours.  $30 million was appropriated for work on Kentucky Lock’s new chamber in fiscal year 2001.

	Kentucky 1999 Lock Tonnage

(in thousands of tons)

	LOCK
	UPBOUND
	DOWNBOUND
	TOTAL

	Lock & Dam 53
	46,653
	41,161
	87,814

	Lock & Dam 52
	56,432
	38,690
	95,122

	Smithland
	43,638
	38,479
	82,117

	John T. Myers
	44,634
	26,761
	71,395

	Newburgh
	43,059
	21,451
	64,510

	Cannelton
	32,961
	23,691
	56,652

	McAlpine
	32,623
	22,207
	54,830

	Markland
	27,032
	27,818
	54,850

	Meldahl
	21,757
	41,155
	62,912

	Greenup
	24,662
	45,382
	70,044

	Kentucky
	22,162
	9,603
	31,765

	Barkley
	7,966
	1,106
	9,072

	Green River L/D 1
	2,456
	1,897
	4,353

	Green River L/D 2
	1,393
	98
	1,491


         

 Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System
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