Kentucky District 4 – Congressman Ken Lucas

Kentucky’s 4th Congressional District is located in the heart of the Ohio River navigation system.  About 275 miles of the Ohio River border the northern portion of this district.  The district is also bordered by the Big Sandy River on the east and includes the Licking and Kentucky rivers (see map).  This area is one of the top coal-producing areas in the country, due in part to the availability of barge transportation that facilitates the movement of coal to markets economically and efficiently.

In 1999, almost 99.7 million tons of commodities (coal, petroleum, chemicals and aggregates) moved to, from, within and past the 4th Congressional District.  These commodities had a combined value of over $14.5 billion.  Coal comprised 54% of this tonnage, followed by aggregates at 11%.  Over 20 million tons moved from the Big Sandy River onto the Ohio River, from a navigable reach of only nine miles. 

	Kentucky Congressional District 4

1999 Commodities Moved by Barge
 (values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	12,773,889
	8,843,550
	2,064,798
	23,682,237
	$   902

	Petroleum
	1,496,399
	2,831,873
	70,724
	4,398,996
	$   814

	Aggregates
	4,787,995
	523,120
	**
	5,311,115
	$   192

	Grain
	476,068
	0
	0
	476,068
	$     79

	Chemicals
	398,388
	367,127
	**
	765,515
	$   262

	Ores/Minerals
	0
	46,882
	0
	46,882
	$     30

	Iron & Steel
	646,390
	1,472,432
	**
	2,118,822
	$1,255

	Others
	1,626,575
	310,237
	234,129
	2,170,941
	$   292

	Total
	22,205,704
	14,395,221
	2,369,651
	38,970,576
	$3,825


    ** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

    Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the 4th Congressional District of Kentucky shows that over 22 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the district.  A sizeable portion of this tonnage (40%) consisted of coal, aggregates and petroleum shipped to Ohio.  Docks in the district received 14.4 million tons.  West Virginia was the top shipper to Kentucky District 4, transporting just under 8.3 million tons of various commodities, including coal, petroleum and aggregates.  Nearly 2.4 million tons moved within the district.  In 1999, the 39 million tons shipped to, from and within Kentucky District 4 were worth $3.8 billion.

	Kentucky Congressional District 4

1999 Barge Tonnage to and from Other States

 (value in millions of dollars)

	Shipments

To
	Commodity
	Shipments

From
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Ohio
	9,073,844
	$522
	Coal
	West Virginia
	8,257,301
	$597
	Coal

	Kentucky
	4,318,679
	$144
	Aggregates
	Louisiana
	1,715,757
	$441
	Iron/Steel

	Indiana
	2,203,888
	$144
	Coal
	Ohio
	1,036,042
	$108
	Coal

	Pennsylvania
	1,980,506
	$257
	Aggregates
	Kentucky
	955,514
	$105
	Coal

	West Virginia
	1,361,479
	$113
	Aggregates
	Indiana
	948,705
	$  65
	Coal


Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
There were 82 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Kentucky’s 4th Congressional District that shipped and received tonnage in 1999 (see map).  The Boyd County area, including Ashland and the Big Sandy Basin (Kentucky side only), shipped and received over 15 million tons of coal, petroleum and other commodities.

There are three navigation locks and dams in the 4th Congressional District.  They are Markland, Meldahl and Greenup Locks.  At Greenup Locks and Dams, major repairs of the main chambers associated with heavy use and age force greater future reliance on the inadequately-sized auxiliary chamber.  This results in accelerating transit costs.  The John T. Myers and Greenup Locks Improvements Interim Feasibility Report, a product of the Ohio River Mainstem Study, recommends a 600’ extension of the auxiliary chamber, a miter gate quick changeout system and rehabilitation of the main chamber at Greenup.  This project was authorized for construction in the Water Resources Development Act of 2000.  The work at Greenup should cost $175 million with a benefit/cost ratio of 2.6 to 1. Design work will begin in fiscal year 2001, with $1.3 million available.

	Kentucky District 4 - 1999 Lock Tonnage

(in thousands of tons)

	Lock
	Upbound
	Downbound
	Total

	Greenup
	24,662
	45,382
	70,044

	Meldahl
	21,756
	41,154
	62,910

	Markland
	27,031
	27,817
	54,848


                     Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System
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