Kentucky District 4

Kentucky’s 4th Congressional District is located in the heart of the Ohio River navigation system.  About 275 miles of the Ohio River border the northern portion of this district.  The district is also bordered by the Big Sandy River on the east and includes the Licking and Kentucky Rivers (see map).  This area is one of the top coal-producing areas in the country, due in part to the availability of barge transportation that facilitates the movement of coal to markets economically and efficiently.
	Kentucky Congressional District 4

	2008 Commodities Moved by Barge

	 (values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	9,550,383
	10,988,406
	**
	20,538,789
	$784 

	Petroleum
	1,502,079
	3,012,290
	**
	4,514,369
	$860 

	Aggregates
	3,475,890
	1,688,939
	**
	5,164,829
	$176 

	Grain
	**
	0
	0
	0
	**

	Chemicals
	**
	365,974
	0
	365,974
	$144 

	Ores/Minerals
	0
	212,718
	**
	212,718
	$69 

	Iron & Steel
	622,386
	1,394,574
	166,651
	2,183,611
	$1,756 

	Others
	2,326,214
	47,740
	2,506,927
	4,880,881
	$754 

	Total
	17,476,952
	17,710,641
	2,673,578
	37,861,171
	$4,543 

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

	    Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the 4th Congressional District of Kentucky shows that over 17.4 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the district.  A sizeable portion of this tonnage (7.3 million tons) was shipped to Ohio.  Docks in the district received 17.7 million tons. Over 2.6 million tons moved within the district.  In 2008, 37.8 million tons shipped to, from and within Kentucky District 4 were worth $4.5 billion.

Four power plants that receive coal by barge are shown on the map.  These plants received more than 12.3 million tons of coal in 2008.

West Virginia was the top shipper to Kentucky District 4, transporting 5.5 million tons of various commodities, including coal and petroleum. 
	Kentucky Congressional District 4

	2008 Barge Tonnage to and from Other States

	 (value in millions of dollars)

	Shipments
	Commodity
	Shipments
	Commodity

	To
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	From
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Ohio 
	7,340,402
	$484 
	Coal
	West Virginia 
	5,500,549
	$366 
	Coal

	West Virginia
	2,947,307
	$199 
	Coal
	Kentucky 
	3,600,000
	$254 
	Coal

	Kentucky  
	2,752,896
	$137 
	Coal
	Ohio
	3,227,465
	$127 
	Coal

	Louisiana
	1,561,676
	$115 
	Coal
	Louisiana 
	2,173,241
	$701 
	Petroleum

	Indiana
	1,143,091
	$68 
	Coal
	Indiana
	1,501,776
	$115 
	Coal

	    Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
	 
	 


There were 131 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Kentucky’s 4th Congressional District that shipped and received tonnage in 2008 (see map).  The Boyd County area, including Ashland and the Big Sandy Basin (Kentucky side only), shipped and received over 11.8 million tons of coal, petroleum, chemicals and ores/minerals.

There are three navigation locks and dams in the 4th Congressional District.  They are Markland, Meldahl and Greenup Locks.  At Greenup Locks and Dams, major repairs of the main chambers associated with heavy use and age force greater future reliance on the inadequately-sized auxiliary chamber.  This results in accelerating transit costs.  The John T. Myers and Greenup Locks Improvements Interim Feasibility Report, a product of the Ohio River Mainstem Study, recommends a 600’ extension of the auxiliary chamber, a miter gate quick changeout system and rehabilitation of the main chamber at Greenup.  This project was authorized for construction in the Water Resources Development Act of 2000.  
	Kentucky District 4 - 2008 Lock Tonnage

	(in thousands of tons)

	Lock
	Upbound
	Downbound
	Total

	Greenup
	23,997
	38,027
	62,024

	Meldahl
	23,404
	31,752
	55,156

	Markland
	31,594
	24,087
	55,681

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
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