Kentucky District 4 – Congressman Geoff Davis
Kentucky’s 4th Congressional District is located in the heart of the Ohio River navigation system.  About 275 miles of the Ohio River border the northern portion of this district.  The district is also bordered by the Big Sandy River on the east and includes the Licking and Kentucky Rivers (see map).  This area is one of the top coal-producing areas in the country, due in part to the availability of barge transportation that facilitates the movement of coal to markets economically and efficiently.

	Kentucky Congressional District 4

	2005 Commodities Moved by Barge

	 (values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	15,396,738
	12,239,381
	2,374,860
	30,010,979
	$1,141 

	Petroleum
	1,703,705
	3,108,787
	34,440
	4,846,932
	$940 

	Aggregates
	4,279,725
	1,173,473
	34,609
	5,487,807
	$179 

	Grain
	4,755
	0
	0
	4,755
	$1 

	Chemicals
	338,268
	407,586
	0
	745,854
	$197 

	Ores/Minerals
	**
	198,183
	**
	198,183
	$72 

	Iron & Steel
	877,750
	3,795,240
	**
	4,672,990
	$1,860 

	Others
	1,893,643
	187,791
	214,511
	2,295,945
	$374 

	Total
	24,494,584
	21,110,441
	2,658,420
	48,263,445
	$4,764 

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

	    Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the 4th Congressional District of Kentucky shows that over 24 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the district.  A sizeable portion of this tonnage (88%) consisted of coal, aggregates and petroleum shipped to Ohio.  Docks in the district received 19 million tons. Over 2.6 million tons moved within the district.  In 2005, over 48 million tons shipped to, from and within Kentucky District 4 were worth $4.7 billion.

Four power plants that receive coal by barge are shown on the map.  These plants received more than 14.1 million tons of coal in 2005.

West Virginia was the top shipper to Kentucky District 4, transporting 6.7 million tons of various commodities, including coal and petroleum. 
	Kentucky Congressional District 4

	2005 Barge Tonnage to and from Other States

	 (value in millions of dollars)

	Shipments
	Commodity
	Shipments
	Commodity

	To
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	From
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Ohio 
	11,428,897
	$649 
	Coal
	West Virginia 
	9,110,962
	$506 
	Coal

	Kentucky 
	4,427,992
	$158 
	Aggregates
	Louisiana 
	4,858,026
	$593 
	Iron/Steel

	West Virginia 
	3,021,253
	$188 
	Coal
	Ohio 
	2,179,378
	$76 
	Coal

	Indiana
	1,858,070
	$152 
	Coal
	Illinois 
	1,480,006
	$274 
	Coal

	Pennsylvania 
	1,250,337
	$111 
	Coal
	Kentucky 
	1,349,374
	$67 
	Coal

	    Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
	 
	 


There were 110 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Kentucky’s 4th Congressional District that shipped and received tonnage in 2005 (see map).  The Boyd County area, including Ashland and the Big Sandy Basin (Kentucky side only), shipped and received over 19.4 million tons of coal, petroleum and other commodities.

There are three navigation locks and dams in the 4th Congressional District.  They are Markland, Meldahl and Greenup Locks.  At Greenup Locks and Dams, major repairs of the main chambers associated with heavy use and age force greater future reliance on the inadequately-sized auxiliary chamber.  This results in accelerating transit costs.  The John T. Myers and Greenup Locks Improvements Interim Feasibility Report, a product of the Ohio River Mainstem Study, recommends a 600’ extension of the auxiliary chamber, a miter gate quick changeout system and rehabilitation of the main chamber at Greenup.  This project was authorized for construction in the Water Resources Development Act of 2000.  
	Kentucky District 4 - 2005 Lock Tonnage

	(in thousands of tons)

	Lock
	Upbound
	Downbound
	Total

	Greenup
	26,820
	46,676
	73,496

	Meldahl
	23,173
	38,090
	61,263

	Markland
	30,211
	25,236
	55,447

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics








