Kentucky District 3 – Congresswoman Anne Northup

Kentucky’s 3rd Congressional District contains the Port of Louisville.  The district borders 33 miles of the Ohio River, from mile 593 through mile 625.  This area includes almost all of Jefferson County’s riverfront area.

In 1999, more than 48.7 million tons of commodities (coal, chemicals, iron, steel and aggregates) moved in, out, within or past this area of the Ohio River.  These commodities had a combined value of $12 billion.  Coal made up about 26% of the district traffic.  Iron and steel were next, totaling 18%.  A large amount of petroleum products and chemicals moved in this area as well.

	Kentucky Congressional District 3

1999 Commodities Moved by Barge

 (values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	233,909
	204,212
	0
	438,121
	$   20

	Petroleum
	36,876
	2,331,998
	**
	2,368,874
	$ 392

	Aggregates
	**
	2,876,812
	0
	2,876,812
	$   53

	Grain
	49,904
	**
	0
	49,904
	$     9

	Chemicals
	0
	366,092
	0
	366,092
	$ 131

	Ores & Minerals
	0
	116,969
	0
	116,969
	$     3

	Iron & Steel
	0
	103,999
	0
	103,999
	$   42

	Other 
	251,753
	213,448
	617,595
	1,082,796
	$ 331

	TOTALS
	572,442
	6,213,530
	617,595
	7,403,567
	$ 980

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the 3rd Congressional District of Kentucky shows that 572 thousand tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the district.  A sizeable portion of the tonnage included iron and steel products shipped to Arkansas; a large amount of coal was shipped from the district to Indiana.  Docks in the district received 6.2 million tons.  Aggregates and other commodities shipped from elsewhere in Kentucky comprised most of this amount.  West Virginia was the leading state shipping to Kentucky District 3, moving almost 1.3 million tons of commodities; most of this amount was petroleum and petroleum products.  617 thousand tons of goods moved within the district.  In 1999, the 7.4 million tons shipped to, from and within the district were worth more than $980 million.

	Kentucky Congressional District 3

1999 Barge Tonnage to and from Other States
(value in millions of dollars)

	Shipments

To
	Commodity
	Shipments

From
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Arkansas
	178,940
	$ 165
	Iron/Steel
	West Virginia
	1,299,377
	$ 199
	Petroleum

	Indiana
	154,564
	$     6
	Coal
	Louisiana
	1,298,244
	$ 306
	Petroleum

	Louisiana
	64,989
	$   10
	Grain
	Pennsylvania
	151,403
	$     8
	Coal

	Alabama
	19,456
	$     9
	Iron/Steel
	Illinois
	130,238
	$     8
	Others

	Missouri
	2,977
	$    .1
	Coal
	Texas
	85,817
	$   30
	Chemicals

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


There were 35 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Kentucky’s 3rd Congressional District that shipped and received tonnage in 1999 (see map).  The Port of Louisville shipped and received just over 8.8 million tons in 1999, making Louisville the 4th largest port in the Ohio River Basin.  The Port of Louisville is defined for statistical purposes as Ohio River miles 601 through 616 and includes docks on both sides of the river.

There is one navigation lock and dam in the 3rd Congressional District: McAlpine Locks and Dam (see map).  Construction began in 1999 in 1999 on a new 110’ x 1200’ lock, which will replace the active 110’ x 600’ auxiliary and an inactive auxiliary lock.  The project is scheduled for completion in 2007 at a total cost of $268 million, with a benefit/cost ratio of 1.7 to 1.  Congress appropriated $18 million for work in fiscal year 2001.

	Kentucky Congressional District 3

1999 Lock Tonnage
(in thousands of tons)

	Lock
	Upbound
	Downbound
	Total

	McAlpine
	32,623
	22,207
	54,830

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System
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