Kentucky District 1 – Congressman Ed Whitfield

Kentucky’s 1st Congressional District encompasses a vital part of America’s inland navigation system (see map).  Bordered by the Mississippi River on the west, the Ohio River on the north, and trisected by the Cumberland, Tennessee, and Green Rivers, this congressional district is situated at the hub of America’s most industrialized and agricultural region: the area from Pittsburgh to Minneapolis/St. Paul, to Kansas City to New Orleans.  

More tonnage in shallow-draft barges transits the area bounded by

Congressional District 1 than any other portion of the nation’s inland navigation system.  In 1999, over 241 million tons of commodities moved into, out, within or past this district.  These commodities had a combined value of almost $42 billion.  Grain comprised about 30% of the district traffic.  Coal was the second leading shipment, representing 28% of the traffic.

Every year, more than 90 million tons of commodities pass through the Lower Ohio River.  In 1999, over 45 million tons (such as coal, limestone and corn) moved from the Ohio River onto the Mississippi River; almost 45 million tons (such as gasoline, minerals and coal) moved from the Mississippi onto the Ohio.

	Kentucky Congressional District 1

1999 Commodities Moved by Barge

(values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	19,410,929
	1,984,705
	**
	21,395,634
	$    823

	Petroleum
	277,909
	2,324,666
	0
	2,602,575
	$    297

	Aggregates
	14,917,350
	533,311
	919,986
	16,370,647
	$ 1,045

	Grains
	1,000,154
	**
	0
	1,000,154
	$    143

	Chemicals
	161,420
	790,625
	**
	952,045
	$    296

	Ores/Minerals
	**
	497,706
	0
	497,706
	$      21

	Iron & Steel
	129,698
	168,825
	0
	298,523
	$    169

	Other
	52,863
	314,711
	428,561
	796,135
	$    129

	TOTAL
	35,950,323
	6,614,549
	1,348,547
	43,913,419
	$ 2,923


          ** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities” 

          Statistics for Ohio River Basin barge movements only

          Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the 1st Congressional District of Kentucky shows that almost 36 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the district.  A sizeable portion of the tonnage (15.6 million tons) consisted of coal and aggregates shipped to Tennessee.  Docks in the district received over 6.6 million tons in 1999.  Louisiana was the leading shipper to Kentucky District 1, with almost 2.7 million tons of ores, minerals, chemicals and petroleum.  Over 1.3 million tons of commodities moved by barge within the district.  In 1999, the 43.9 million tons shipped to, from and within Kentucky District 1 had a value of approximately $2.9 billion.

	Kentucky Congressional District 1

1999 Commodities Shipped by Barge to and from Other States

(value in millions of dollars)

	Shipments

To
	Commodity
	Shipments

From
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Tennessee
	15,556,202
	$587
	Coal
	Louisiana
	2,695,292
	$371
	Petroleum

	Louisiana
	7,533,638
	$593
	Aggregates
	Illinois
	1,496,050
	$  64
	Coal

	Alabama
	5,837,118
	$260
	Coal
	Indiana
	509,582
	$  35
	Coal

	Arkansas
	1,771,378
	$172
	Aggregates
	Tennessee
	443,482
	$  77
	Petroleum

	Mississippi
	1,432,844
	$125
	Aggregates
	Missouri
	288,124
	$  16
	Others


 Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
 Shipments on Ohio River Basin Waterways Only

There were 135 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Kentucky’s 1st Congressional District that shipped and received tonnage in 1999 (see map).  Paducah is a hub for the river transportation industry.  Paducah area docks shipped almost 166 thousand tons (mostly corn) and received more than 1.6 million tons (mostly petroleum products) in 1999.  Also, five power plants located in District 1 received over 1.2 million tons of coal by barge. 

The waterways in the 1st Congressional District contain nine active navigation locks and dams (see map).  On the Ohio River, these include Lock and Dam 53, Lock and Dam 52, Smithland, John T. Myers (formerly Uniontown) and Newburgh.  The district also includes Kentucky Lock and Dam on the Tennessee River, Barkley Lock and Dam on the Cumberland River, and Lock and Dam 1 and Lock and Dam 2 on the Green River.  Ground was broken on Olmsted Locks and Dam in 1996.  Locks and Dam 52 and 53 will be replaced with a single facility consisting of twin 110’ x 1200’ lock chambers and a submersible dam for a total cost of $1 billion.  The benefit/cost ratio is 3.7 to 1.  The locks are scheduled for completion in 2001, with the entire project to be completed in 2009.  Congress appropriated $56 million for construction work in fiscal year 2001.

At John T. Myers Locks and Dam, major repairs of the main chamber associated with heavy use and age force greater future reliance on the inadequately-sized auxiliary chamber.  This results in accelerating transit costs.  The John T. Myers and Greenup Locks Improvements Interim Feasibility Report, a product of the Ohio River Mainstem Study, recommends a 600’ extension of the auxiliary chamber and a miter gate quick changeout system at John T. Myers Locks and Dam.  This project was authorized for construction in the Water Resources Development Act of 2000.  The total cost is expected to be $182 million, with $2.2 million appropriated in fiscal year 2001 to begin design work.  The benefit/cost ratio is 2 to 1.

Ground was broken in October of 1999 on a new 110’ x 1200’ lock at Kentucky Lock.  Completion is scheduled for 2008-2012 depending on funding; the total cost will be approximately $533 million, with a benefit/cost ratio of 2.4 to 1.  The existing 110’ x 600’ lock will continue to be used as an auxiliary.  Kentucky Lock and Dam’s current single lock chamber is insufficient to handle increasing tonnage.  The lack of an auxiliary chamber forces tows to use Barkley Lock during periods of extended delays and closures.  Kentucky Lock is at 90% capacity and tows face average delays of 5 to 6 hours.  $30 million was appropriated for work on Kentucky Lock’s new chamber in fiscal year 2001.

	Kentucky Congressional District 1

1999 Lock Tonnage
(in thousands of tons)

	LOCK
	UPBOUND
	DOWNBOUND
	TOTAL

	Lock & Dam 52
	56,432
	38,690
	95,122

	Lock & Dam 53
	46,653
	41,161
	87,814

	Smithland
	43,638
	38,479
	82,117

	John T. Myers
	44,633
	26,761
	71,394

	Newburgh
	43,059
	21,451
	64,510

	Kentucky
	22,162
	9,603
	31,765

	Barkley
	7,966
	1,106
	9,072

	Green River L/D 1
	2,456
	1,897
	4,353

	Green River L/D 2
	1,393
	98
	1,492


                 Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System










