Kentucky District 1

Kentucky’s 1st Congressional District encompasses a vital part of America’s inland navigation system (see map).  Bordered by the Mississippi River on the west, the Ohio River on the north, and trisected by the Cumberland, Tennessee, and Green Rivers, this congressional district is situated at the hub of America’s most industrialized and agricultural region: the area from Pittsburgh to Minneapolis/St. Paul, to Kansas City to New Orleans. 
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	2008 Commodities Moved by Barge

	(values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	22,664,449
	196,208
	**
	22,860,657
	$851

	Petroleum
	218,937
	2,518,095
	**
	2,737,032
	$339

	Aggregates
	13,446,033
	534,326
	**
	13,980,359
	$778

	Grains
	1,772,806
	9,225
	0
	1,782,031
	$289

	Chemicals
	313,894
	1,048,230
	0
	1,362,124
	$618

	Ores/Minerals
	0
	838,616
	0
	838,616
	**

	Iron & Steel
	138,568
	33,925
	**
	172,493
	$179

	Other
	22,780
	167,280
	3,755,018
	3,945,078
	$184

	TOTAL
	38,577,467
	5,345,905
	3,755,018
	47,678,390
	$3,238

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities” 

	Statistics for Ohio River Basin barge movements only

	 Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the 1st Congressional District of Kentucky shows that over 38.5 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the district.  A sizeable portion of the tonnage (36.1 million tons) consisted of coal and aggregates shipped mainly to Tennessee, Louisiana and Kentucky.  Docks in the district received almost 5.3 million tons in 2008. Louisiana and West Virginia were the leading shippers to Kentucky District 1, with 2.5 and  739 thousand tons respectively. Petroleum, ores/minerals and chemicals were the predominant commodities.  Over 2.7 million tons of commodities moved by barge within the district.  In 2008, almost 48 million tons shipped to, from and within Kentucky District 1 had a value of $3.2 billion.
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	2008 Commodities Shipped by Barge to and from Other States

	(value in millions of dollars)

	Shipments
	 
	Commodity
	Shipments
	Commodity

	To
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	From
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Tennessee 
	12,150,226
	$456 
	Coal
	Louisiana 
	2,550,332
	$385 
	Petroleum

	Louisiana 
	10,685,759
	$842 
	Aggregates
	West Virginia
	739,222
	$116 
	Petroleum

	Kentucky
	5,132,021
	$230 
	Coal
	Indiana
	575,353
	$76 
	Petroleum

	Alabama 
	3,723,899
	$158 
	Coal
	Missouri
	263,590
	$20 
	Aggregates

	Ohio
	2,322,272
	$94 
	Coal
	Kentucky
	261,475
	$30 
	Aggregates

	 Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

	 Shipments on Ohio River Basin Waterways Only


There were 211 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Kentucky’s 1st Congressional District that shipped and received tonnage in 2008 (see map).  Paducah is a hub for the river transportation industry.  Paducah area docks shipped over 395 thousand tons (mostly grain) and received over 838 thousand tons (mostly petroleum products) in 2008.  Also, three power plants located in District 1 received almost 2,8 million tons of coal by barge. 

The waterways in the 1st Congressional District contain nine active navigation locks and dams (see map).  On the Ohio River, these include Lock and Dam 53, Lock and Dam 52, Smithland, John T. Myers (formerly Uniontown) and Newburgh.  The district also includes Kentucky Lock and Dam on the Tennessee River, Barkley Lock and Dam on the Cumberland River, and Lock and Dam 1 and Lock and Dam 2 on the Green River.  Ground was broken on Olmsted Locks and Dam in 1996.  Locks and Dam 52 and 53 will be replaced with a single facility consisting of twin 110’ x 1200’ lock chambers and a submersible dam.  The entire project is scheduled to be completed in 2014  
At John T. Myers Locks and Dam, major repairs of the main chamber associated with heavy use and age force greater future reliance on the inadequately-sized auxiliary chamber.  This results in accelerating transit costs.  The John T. Myers and Greenup Locks Improvements Interim Feasibility Report, a product of the Ohio River Mainstem Study, recommends a 600’ extension of the auxiliary chamber and a miter gate quick changeout system at John T. Myers Locks and Dam.  This project was authorized for construction in the Water Resources Development Act of 2000.  
Ground was broken in October of 1999 on a new 110’ x 1200’ lock at Kentucky Lock.  Completion is scheduled for 2008-2012 depending on funding. The existing 110’ x 600’ lock will continue to be used as an auxiliary.  Kentucky Lock and Dam’s current single lock chamber is insufficient to handle increasing tonnage.  The lack of an auxiliary chamber forces tows to use Barkley Lock during periods of extended delays and closures.  Kentucky Lock is at 90% capacity and tows face average delays of 5 to 6 hours.  
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	2008 Lock Tonnage

	(in thousands of tons)

	LOCK
	UPBOUND
	DOWNBOUND
	TOTAL

	Lock & Dam 52
	51,788
	38,272
	90,060

	Lock & Dam 53
	37,037
	39,073
	76,110

	Smithland
	45,446
	34,385
	79,831

	John T. Myers
	47,037
	24,939
	71,976

	Newburgh
	52,367
	21,224
	73,591

	Kentucky
	23,969
	8,119
	32,088

	Barkley
	2,902
	471
	3,373

	Green River L/D 1
	3,363
	4,877
	8,240

	Green River L/D 2
	3,169
	1,152
	4,321

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System











