Kentucky District 1 – Congressman Ed Whitfield

Kentucky’s 1st Congressional District encompasses a vital part of America’s inland navigation system (see map).  Bordered by the Mississippi River on the west, the Ohio River on the north, and trisected by the Cumberland, Tennessee, and Green Rivers, this congressional district is situated at the hub of America’s most industrialized and agricultural region: the area from Pittsburgh to Minneapolis/St. Paul, to Kansas City to New Orleans.  

	Kentucky Congressional District 1

	2005 Commodities Moved by Barge

	(values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	20,945,902
	2,263,743
	2,665,692
	25,875,337
	$985

	Petroleum
	236,216
	2,785,182
	**
	3,021,398
	$304

	Aggregates
	12,254,930
	702,041
	729,851
	13,686,822
	$789

	Grains
	1,840,806
	**
	0
	1,840,806
	$318

	Chemicals
	262,347
	1,153,031
	**
	1,415,378
	$2,032

	Ores/Minerals
	**
	**
	0
	0
	**

	Iron & Steel
	178,778
	103,462
	0
	282,240
	$207

	Other
	724,996
	988,822
	71,939
	1,785,757
	$416

	TOTAL
	36,443,975
	7,996,281
	3,467,482
	47,907,738
	$5,051

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities” 

	Statistics for Ohio River Basin barge movements only

	 Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the 1st Congressional District of Kentucky shows that over 36 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the district.  A sizeable portion of the tonnage (33.0 million tons) consisted of coal and aggregates shipped to Tennessee.  Docks in the district received almost 8.0 million tons in 2005. Illinois and Louisiana were was the leading shippers to Kentucky District 1, with 2.8 and 2.4 million tons respectively. Petroleum and coal were the predominant commodities.  Over 3.4 million tons of commodities moved by barge within the district.  In 2005, almost 48 million tons shipped to, from and within Kentucky District 1 had a value of approximately $5.0 billion.
	Kentucky Congressional District 1

	2005 Commodities Shipped by Barge to and from Other States

	(value in millions of dollars)

	Shipments
	 
	Commodity
	Shipments
	Commodity

	To
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	From
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Tennessee 
	15,522,097
	$620 
	Coal
	Louisiana 
	2,862,307
	$470 
	Petroleum

	Louisiana 
	8,530,009
	$2,354 
	Aggregates
	Illinois 
	2,446,487
	$2,446 
	Coal

	Kentucky
	3,874,913
	$156 
	Coal
	Texas
	595,734
	$201 
	Ores/Minerals

	Alabama 
	3,333,431
	$177 
	Coal
	Kentucky
	449,934
	$31 
	Aggregates

	Mississippi
	1,235,594
	$109 
	Aggregates
	West Virginia
	336,696
	$56 
	Petroleum

	 Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

	 Shipments on Ohio River Basin Waterways Only


There were 180 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Kentucky’s 1st Congressional District that shipped and received tonnage in 2005 (see map).  Paducah is a hub for the river transportation industry.  Paducah area docks shipped over 401 thousand tons (mostly grain) and received almost 1.0 million tons (mostly petroleum products) in 2005.  Also, three power plants located in District 1 received over 6.4 million tons of coal by barge. 

The waterways in the 1st Congressional District contain nine active navigation locks and dams (see map).  On the Ohio River, these include Lock and Dam 53, Lock and Dam 52, Smithland, John T. Myers (formerly Uniontown) and Newburgh.  The district also includes Kentucky Lock and Dam on the Tennessee River, Barkley Lock and Dam on the Cumberland River, and Lock and Dam 1 and Lock and Dam 2 on the Green River.  Ground was broken on Olmsted Locks and Dam in 1996.  Locks and Dam 52 and 53 will be replaced with a single facility consisting of twin 110’ x 1200’ lock chambers and a submersible dam.  The entire project is scheduled to be completed in 2014  
At John T. Myers Locks and Dam, major repairs of the main chamber associated with heavy use and age force greater future reliance on the inadequately-sized auxiliary chamber.  This results in accelerating transit costs.  The John T. Myers and Greenup Locks Improvements Interim Feasibility Report, a product of the Ohio River Mainstem Study, recommends a 600’ extension of the auxiliary chamber and a miter gate quick changeout system at John T. Myers Locks and Dam.  This project was authorized for construction in the Water Resources Development Act of 2000.  
Ground was broken in October of 1999 on a new 110’ x 1200’ lock at Kentucky Lock.  Completion is scheduled for 2008-2012 depending on funding. The existing 110’ x 600’ lock will continue to be used as an auxiliary.  Kentucky Lock and Dam’s current single lock chamber is insufficient to handle increasing tonnage.  The lack of an auxiliary chamber forces tows to use Barkley Lock during periods of extended delays and closures.  Kentucky Lock is at 90% capacity and tows face average delays of 5 to 6 hours.  
	Kentucky Congressional District 1

	2005 Lock Tonnage

	(in thousands of tons)

	LOCK
	UPBOUND
	DOWNBOUND
	TOTAL

	Lock & Dam 52
	58,298
	38,295
	96,593

	Lock & Dam 53
	43,778
	38,140
	81,918

	Smithland
	47,982
	35,071
	83,053

	John T. Myers
	49,438
	24,692
	74,130

	Newburgh
	49,441
	19,332
	68,773

	Kentucky
	26,772
	8,967
	35,739

	Barkley
	1,679
	265
	1,944

	Green River L/D 1
	4,542
	4,485
	9,027

	Green River L/D 2
	3,790
	1,496
	5,286

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System











