Indiana District 8 – Congressman John Hostettler

Indiana’s 8th Congressional District borders a small but vital area of the Ohio River Basin.  The district borders 79 miles of the river, from mile 769 to mile 848, which includes the Mount Vernon and Evansville areas.

In 1999, more than 79 million tons of commodities (mostly coal, chemicals, iron, steel and aggregates) moved in, out, within or past this area of the Ohio River.  These commodities had a total value of $14 billion.  Coal made up about 41% of the district traffic.  Iron and steel were next, with 11% of the traffic.

	Indiana Congressional District 8

Commodities Moved by Barge – 1999
(values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received 
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	644,865
	894,527
	0
	1,539,392
	$     60

	Petroleum
	194,675
	1,380,391
	**
	1,575,066
	$   206

	Aggregates
	292,375
	3,625,947
	**
	3,918,322
	$   236

	Grain
	2,201,384
	35,196
	0
	2,236,580
	$   383

	Chemicals
	139,448
	762,379
	0
	901,827
	$   239

	Ores/ Minerals
	**
	718,994
	0
	718,994
	$     40

	Iron & Steel
	15,171
	47,275
	0
	62,446
	$     29

	Other
	63,082
	1,927
	124,320
	189,329
	$     65

	Total
	3,551,000
	7,466,636
	124,320
	11,141,956
	$1,258


     ** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities.”

     Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the Indiana District 8 shows that 3.6 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the district.  Docks in the district received nearly 7.5 million tons.  Louisiana shipped more than 1.3 million tons (largely petroleum products) to Indiana District 8. Over 124 thousand tons moved within the district.  In 1999, the 11 million tons shipped to, from and within Indiana District 8 had a value of almost $1.3 billion.

	Indiana Congressional District 8

Barge Tonnage to and from Other States for 1999
(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments To
	Commodity
	Shipments

From
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Louisiana
	2,299,162
	$ 385
	Grain
	Louisiana
	1,364,532
	$ 209
	Petroleum

	Kentucky
	655,304
	$   53
	Coal
	Kentucky
	1,274,363
	$   51
	Aggregates

	Tennessee
	114,288
	$   72
	Chemicals
	Texas
	961,124
	$   92
	Ores/Minerals

	Florida
	105,547
	$     4
	Coal
	Illinois
	312,943
	$   15
	Petroleum

	Alabama
	90,751
	$   22
	Grain
	West Virginia
	272,919
	$   11
	Coal


Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

There were 51 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks adjacent to the river in Indiana’s 8th Congressional District that shipped and received tonnage in 1999 (see map).  The Port of Mount Vernon shipped and received just over 3.1 million tons in 1999, making it the 5th largest port in the Ohio River Basin.

There are two navigation locks and dams in the 8th Congressional District: John T. Myers Locks and Dam and Newburgh Locks and Dam (see map).  John T. Myers Locks and Dam was formerly named Uniontown Locks and Dam; it was renamed for the former Congressman in 1997.  At this project, major repairs of the main chamber associated with heavy use and age force greater future reliance on the inadequately-sized auxiliary chamber.  This results in accelerating transit costs.  The John T. Myers and Greenup Locks Improvements Interim Feasibility Report, a product of the Ohio River Mainstem Study, recommends a 600’ extension of the auxiliary chamber and a miter gate quick changeout system at John T. Myers Locks and Dam.  This project was authorized for construction in the Water Resources Development Act of 2000.  The total cost is expected to be $182 million, with $2.2 million appropriated in fiscal year 2001 to begin design work.  The benefit/cost ratio is 2 to 1.

	Indiana Congressional District 8

1999 Lock Tonnage

(in thousands of tons)

	LOCK
	UPBOUND
	DOWNBOUND
	TOTAL

	John T. Myers
	44,634
	26,761
	71,395

	Newburgh
	43,058
	21,451
	64,509


           Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System

