Illinois – Senators Richard Durbin, Barack Obama
The northeastern portion of the state of Illinois has 63 miles of shoreline and borders a vital area Lake Michigan.  Illinois docks ship and receive commodities on deep-draft ships on the Great Lakes.
	Illinois Lakewise Waterborne Commerce - 2005

	To, From and Within the State

	 (tons in thousands, values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	4,218
	**
	0
	4,218
	$206 

	Petroleum Products
	462
	286
	0
	748
	$53 

	Aggregates
	**
	356
	0
	356
	$6 

	Limestone
	**
	633
	0
	633
	$50 

	Grain
	**
	42
	0
	42
	$7 

	Chemicals
	**
	117
	0
	117
	$49 

	Ores/Minerals
	**
	**
	0
	0
	**

	Iron/Steel Products
	44
	567
	0
	611
	$626 

	Iron Ore 
	**
	**
	0
	0
	**

	Cement
	**
	706
	**
	706
	$29 

	Other
	526
	1,089
	56
	1,671
	$325 

	TOTAL
	5,250
	3,796
	56
	9,102
	1,351

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of the 2005 lakewise waterborne commerce data for the State of Illinois shows that over 5.2 million tons of commodities were shipped on the Great Lakes system out of the state.  Coal made up 80 percent of this amount.  Docks in the state received over 3.7 million tons, with 18 percent of the receipts consisting of cement.  In 2005, the 9.1 million tons shipped to, from and within Illinois had an approximate value of $1.4 billion.  
	Illinois Lakewise Commodities

	Shipments To and From Other States, Canada and Other Foreign - 2005

	(tons in thousands; values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments
	Commodity
	Shipments
	Commodity

	To
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	From
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Michigan
	1,709
	$84 
	Coal
	Michigan
	1,691
	$124 
	Cement

	Wisconsin
	1,489
	$67 
	Coal
	Indiana
	803
	$736 
	Iron/Steel

	Canada
	1,500
	$112 
	Other
	Canada
	1,111
	$174 
	Other

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”
	 


In 2005, Illinois docks shipped more than 1.7 million tons of commodities worth over $84 million to Michigan.  Coal made up more than 91 percent of Illinois’s shipments to Michigan.  Michigan was also the leading state shipping to Illinois.  The bulk of the shipments from Michigan consisted of commodities such as cement and limestone, worth over $124 million.
There are 52 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Illinois that shipped and received tonnage in 2005. The Port of Chicago proper received more than 2.6 million tons of commodities worth over $419 million in 2005.  Limestone and nonmetallic minerals each accounted for 30 and 24 percent, respectively of total tonnage receipts.  On the other hand, over 5.2 million tons of commodities were shipped from the Port of Chicago in 2005.  Coal accounted for more than 80 percent of total tonnage shipments from the Port of Chicago proper. 
The Port of Chicago,IL includes Chicago Harbor, Chicago Main , North and South Branch, Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal, Calumet-Sag Channel and Lake Calumet IL, Calumet Harbor and River, IL and Illinois RIver.  Total tonnage for the entire Chicago Port area was 25.7 million tons and had a value of $4.6 billion. Chicago is the second largest US port on the great Lakes. 
Great Lakes Navigation Review, Reconnaissance Report  

The review examines the feasibility of undertaking any capital improvements to the Great Lakes navigation system.  The review identifies factors and trends that affect the character of the existing system and projects future commodity flows and the external factors that affect them.  Factors investigated include evolving transportation technologies, inter-modal linkages, characteristics of the Great Lakes fleet, changes affecting demand sectors, lock, channel and harbor capital improvements and related purposes.

The reconnaissance level study ( Reconnaissance Phase ), completed in June of 2002, documented what improvements may be warranted for further investigation in a follow-on feasibility study.  Once a determination regarding Federal interest has been made and a cost-sharing partner(s) identified, a feasibility report will be prepared and made available to the public.  A feasibility study will quantify system capacity constraints limiting vessel movements, examine required modifications to improve the efficiency and reliability of the system and optimize an investment plan for meeting the needs and fulfilling the opportunities identified for the system.   

Initial results from the reconnaissance level study indicate that both reliability and adequacy of the existing system suggest problems and opportunities.  Suggested improvements worthy of further study include deepening connecting channels, the St. Lawrence Seaway and specific ports, and reconstruction of aging locks on the system.
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