Illinois District 19 – Congressman David Phelps

Illinois Congressional District 19 borders 134 miles of the Ohio River, from mile 848 through its intersection with the Mississippi River at mile 981.  The Ohio River in this reach carries a variety of commodities, including aggregates, coal, grain and petroleum. 

	Illinois Congressional District 19

1999 Commodities Moved

To, from and within the District

 (values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	19,835,579
	182,283
	0
	20,017,862
	$   760

	Petroleum
	**
	**
	0
	**
	$       0

	Aggregates
	3,065,494
	240,021
	1,057,682
	4,363,197
	$   270

	Grain
	1,730,241
	**
	0
	1,730,241
	$   289

	Chemicals
	**
	79,427
	**
	79,427
	$     40

	Ores/Minerals
	**
	100,957
	0
	100,957
	$   117

	Iron/Steel
	15,027
	33,307
	0
	48,334
	$     20

	Other
	1,087,920
	151,844
	6,227
	1,245,991
	 $   107

	TOTAL
	25,734,261
	787,839
	1,063,909
	27,586,009
	$1,604

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the 19th district of Illinois shows that over 25.7 million tons of commodities were shipped on the Ohio River system out of the district.  Coal comprised more that 77% of this amount.  Docks in the district received approximately 788 thousand tons, with aggregates being the largest commodity.  More than 1 million tons moved within the district.  In 1999, the nearly 28 million tons shipped to, from and within Illinois District 19 were worth almost $1.6 billion.

Every year, more than 90 million tons of commodities pass through the Lower Ohio River.  In 1999, over 45 million tons (such as coal, limestone and corn) moved from the Ohio River onto the Mississippi River; almost 45 million tons (such as gasoline, minerals and coal) moved from the Mississippi onto the Ohio.

	Illinois Congressional District 19

 1999 Commodities Shipped by Barge to and from Other States
(value in millions of dollars)

	State
	Commodity
	State
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Indiana
	9,226,069
	$ 352
	Coal
	Kentucky
	294,364
	$ 30
	Aggregates

	Louisiana
	6,057,057
	$ 476
	Coal
	Louisiana
	180,247
	$ 49
	Chemicals

	Florida
	2,478,766
	$ 102
	Coal
	West Virginia
	115,291
	$   4
	Coal

	Tennessee
	1,827,538
	$   72
	Coal
	Missouri
	62,218
	$ 97
	Ores

	Kentucky
	1,768,357
	$   76
	Coal
	Alabama
	10,914
	$ 15
	Slag

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Docks in Illinois District 19 shipped commodities by barge to 17 states, and received commodities from 13 states.  The leading state shipped to was Indiana, receiving over 9.2 million tons of goods worth $352 million.  The leading state shipping by barge to Illinois District 19 was Kentucky, which transported over 294 thousand tons worth $30 million. 

There were 41 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks on the Ohio River in this district that shipped and received tonnage in 1999 (see map).  More than 17 million tons of coal was shipped from District 19 to eleven power plants in the Ohio River basin and six plants elsewhere in the country.  Much of this coal originates in the western United States and moves by rail to docks on the Ohio River.

There are three navigation projects on the Ohio River bordering the 19th District.  They are Locks and Dam 53, Locks and Dam 52 and Smithland Locks and Dam.  Ground was broken on Olmsted Locks and Dam in 1996.  Locks and Dam 52 and 53 will be replaced with a single facility consisting of twin 110’ x 1200’ lock chambers and a submersible dam for a total cost of $1 billion.  The benefit/cost ratio is 3.7 to 1.  The locks are scheduled for completion in 2001, with the entire project to be completed in 2009.  Congress appropriated $56 million for construction work in fiscal year 2001.

	Illinois Congressional District 19

1999 Lock Tonnage
(in thousands of tons)

	LOCK
	UPBOUND
	DOWNBOUND
	TOTAL

	Locks & Dam 53
	46,653
	41,161
	87,814

	Locks & Dam 52
	56,432
	38,690
	95,122

	Smithland
	43,638
	38,479
	82,117

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System.


