Iowa – Senators Chuck Grassley, Tom Harkin

The State of Iowa borders 361 miles of the Upper Mississippi River.  This area is a vital segment of the inland waterway system, providing an economic transportation link from the Upper Midwest to the lower Mississippi Valley and the Gulf of Mexico.

In 1999, over 38 million tons of commodities (mostly grain, coal and aggregates) moved to, from, within and past Iowa.  These commodities had a combined value of more than $6.7 billion.  Grain comprised the largest quantity of this tonnage, totaling nearly 66% overall.  Coal followed as the second largest commodity, totaling 13.5% of the tonnage.

	Iowa 1999 Waterborne Commerce

To, from and within the State
 (values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	499,423
	1,483,115
	1,230,524
	3,213,062
	$    123

	Petroleum
	0
	191,286
	0
	191,286
	$      27

	Aggregates
	292,756
	571,609
	**
	864,365
	$      35

	Grain
	10,513,667
	9,155
	0
	10,522,822
	$ 1,618

	Chemicals
	214,537
	640,144
	**
	854,681
	$    404

	Ores/Minerals
	0
	480,666
	0
	480,666
	$    108

	Iron/Steel
	**
	309,393
	0
	309,393
	$    192

	Other
	284,574
	166,494
	136,083
	587,151
	$    223

	TOTAL
	11,804,957
	3,851,862
	1,366,607
	17,023,426
	$ 2,730


 ** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

 Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for Iowa shows that 11.8 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the state.  Almost 90% of this tonnage (10.5 million tons) consisted of grain, mostly corn and soybeans.  Docks in the state received over 3.8 million tons, with coal being the primary commodity.  More than 1.3 million tons moved within the state.  In 1999, the 17 million tons shipped to, from and within Iowa had a value of $2.7 billion.  Shippers moving commodities by barge to, from and within Iowa realized savings of over $170 million compared to other transportation modes.

	Iowa 1999 Commodities 

Shipped by Barge to and from Other States

(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments

To
	Commodity
	Shipments

From
	Commodity

	
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	Louisiana
	10,070,062
	$1,655
	Grain
	Illinois
	1,200,857
	$   42
	Coal

	Alabama
	344,826
	$     43
	Grain
	Louisiana
	1,139,780
	$ 404
	Chemicals

	Minnesota
	319,017
	$     28
	Limestone
	Missouri
	303,478
	$ 111
	Cement

	Illinois
	230,024
	$     43
	Grain
	Kentucky
	266,673
	$   27
	Coal

	Tennessee
	114,123
	$     20
	Grain
	Minnesota
	200,729
	$   27
	Petroleum


      Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
Iowa docks shipped commodities by barge to 14 states and received commodities from 18 other states.  Of those states, Louisiana received the most cargo (10 million tons worth $1.6 billion).  Most of this was grain (corn, soybeans, cereal grains and oilseeds) which was then loaded onto ships for shipment to the world market.  The leading state shipping by barge to Iowa was Illinois, which transported 1.2 million tons of goods, most of which was coal.  Louisiana shipments to Iowa of high value commodities such as ores, iron, steel and chemicals were worth $404 million.

There were 69 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Iowa that shipped and received tonnage in 1999 (see map). 

There are 11 navigation locks and dams on the Mississippi River bordering Iowa (see map).  Eight of the projects have a single chamber measuring 110’ by 600’.  Locks and Dams 14 and 15 have main chambers of that size, with auxiliaries measuring 80’ x 320’ and 110’ x 360’ respectively.  Lock and Dam 19 is the largest and newest project in Iowa’s waters, with a 110’ x 1200’ chamber built in 1957.  The other structures were built in the 1930’s.

Major rehabilitation work is underway at Lock and Dam 12.  This project has been in operation for 63 years.  The original electrical system is not up to code and is becoming a safety concern.  The mechanical system is also experiencing fatigue that threatens to reduce lock efficiency, shut down the lock and/or result in uncontrolled flow through the gate opening.  The Lock and Dam 12 rehabilitation work should cost $15.5 million, with a benefit/cost ratio of 4.5 to 1.  Congress has appropriated $5.26 million for this fiscal year’s work.  Half of the funds will come from general appropriations and half from the Inland Waterways Trust Fund, which is funded by fuel taxes paid by the towing industry.  Similar major rehabilitation work has been authorized at Lock and Dam 11, but has not received any appropriated funds needed to start work there.  

	 Iowa 1999 Lock Tonnage

(tons in thousands)

	LOCK
	UPBOUND
	DOWNBOUND
	TOTAL

	Lock & Dam 19
	8,350
	27,454
	35,804

	Lock & Dam 18
	9,854
	25,853
	35,707

	Lock & Dam 17
	9,893
	24,277
	34,170

	Lock & Dam 16
	9,647
	23,492
	33,139

	Locks & Dam 15
	8,821
	22,389
	31,210

	Locks & Dam 14
	8,400
	22,440
	30,840

	Lock & Dam 13
	7,426
	17,377
	24,803

	Lock & Dam 12
	7,351
	17,076
	24,427

	Lock & Dam 11
	7,286
	15,209
	22,495

	Lock & Dam 10
	6,787
	15,219
	22,006

	Lock & Dam 9
	6,472
	12,349
	18,821


       
     Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System
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