Arkansas – Senators Tim Hutchinson, Blanche Lincoln

Arkansas borders over 300 miles of the lower Mississippi River, a vital length in our nation's inland waterway system.  The state also borders or contains over 600 miles of other commercially navigable waterways, including the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System as well as the Red, White, Ouachita and Black Rivers.  The state contains 14 locks and dams which make navigation possible.

	Arkansas 2000 Commodities Moved

To, from and within the State

(values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	Total
	Value

	Coal
	0
	32,302
	0
	32,302
	$        3

	Petroleum
	919,434
	154,785
	0
	1,074,219
	$    141

	Crude Petroleum
	**
	**
	0
	**
	$        0

	Aggregates
	1,552,678
	579,172
	2,532,539
	4,664,389
	$    325

	Grain
	2,508,731
	156,377
	**
	2,665,108
	$    631

	Chemicals
	257,079
	692,493
	21,877
	971,449
	$    280

	Ores/Minerals
	22,118
	40,545
	0
	62,663
	$      12

	Iron/Steel
	573,781
	2,993,390
	80,441
	3,647,612
	$ 2,584

	Other
	493,799
	277,207
	1,052
	772,058
	$    419 

	TOTAL
	6,327,620
	4,926,271
	2,635,909
	13,889,800
	$ 4,395

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


A little more than 6.3 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of Arkansas in 2000.  The leading commodity group was grain with over 2.5 million tons of soybeans, rice and wheat.  Arkansas docks received slightly less than 5 million tons, including 2.2 million tons of iron and steel scrap and pig iron.  Roughly 2.6 million tons of commodities moved within the state in 2000, with sand and gravel making up about 90% of that.
	Arkansas 2000 Commodities 

Shipped by Barge to and from Other States

(tons in thousands; values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments

To
	Tons
	Value
	Top

Commodity
	Shipments

From
	Tons
	Value
	Top

Commodity

	Louisiana
	4,155
	$ 819
	Grain
	Louisiana
	2,675
	$1,369
	Iron / Steel

	Tennessee
	890
	$ 237
	Petroleum
	Missouri
	560
	$   108
	Aggregates

	Mississippi
	280
	$   58
	Aggregates
	Kentucky
	358
	$   288
	Iron / Steel

	Texas
	273
	$ 230
	Iron / Steel
	Illinois
	330
	$   202
	Iron / Steel

	Illinois
	227
	$   95
	Wood Chips
	Tennessee
	218
	$   179
	Iron / Steel

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Arkansas docks shipped commodities by barge to 17 other states and received commodities from 16 states.  More than half of the tonnage shipped to Louisiana was grain destined for export.  Gasoline and fuel oils were the main petroleum products shipped to Tennessee.  The aggregates moving to Mississippi were mostly rock used for Mississippi River bank protection.  Most of the iron and steel scrap, pig iron and other primary products shipped to Arkansas went to mills in the Hickman and Blytheville areas.  

Twelve of the locks and dams in Arkansas are located on the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System.  In 1970, 25 years of construction ended with the opening of the system at a cost of 1.3 billion.  The entire system is 445 miles long and has 17 locks and dams.  The locks on the system allow for the movement of products such as sand, gravel and fertilizer.  In 1971 the system was named in honor of the late U.S. Senators John L. McClellan of Arkansas and Robert S. Kerr of Oklahoma.

Montgomery Point Lock and Dam is being constructed in response to a chronic low water problem in the White River Entrance Channel to the navigation system.  There currently are no dams on the lower White River.  When Mississippi River levels drop, the White River stage drops correspondingly and has at times fallen lower than the designers of the system ever thought it would.  This has caused repeated navigation restrictions, and has prompted the need for extensive dredging.  The lock and dam will eliminate the restrictions and will reduce dredging needs by over 90 percent.  The dam will have gates that normally remain on the channel bottom.  During low levels, the gates will be raised to form a navigable pool and traffic will use the lock.  The estimated project cost is $242 million.
The other two locks in Arkansas are on the Ouachita/Black River system, whose main commodities are gasoline, fuel oils, wheat and limestone.  This system flows from Camden, Arkansas to a junction with the Red River in Louisiana and is navigable for 338 miles.
	Arkansas 2000 Navigation Locks
(values in thousands of tons)

	Lock
	River
	Mile 

Point
	Year Built
	Size (ft.)
	Lift  (ft.)
	Total Tons

	Norrell
	Arkansas
	10.3
	1967
	600 x 110
	30
	8,301

	2
	Arkansas
	13.3
	1967
	600 x 110
	20
	8,359

	Joe Hardin
	Arkansas
	50.2
	1968
	600 x 110
	20
	7,905

	Emmett Sanders
	Arkansas
	66.0
	1968
	600 x 110
	14
	7,986

	5
	Arkansas
	86.3
	1968
	600 x 110
	17
	7,245

	David D. Terry
	Arkansas
	108.1
	1968
	600 x 110
	18
	6,890

	Murray
	Arkansas
	125.4
	1969
	600 x 110
	18
	6,167

	Toad Suck Ferry
	Arkansas
	155.9
	1969
	600 x 110
	16
	5,908

	Arthur V. Ormond
	Arkansas
	176.9
	1969
	600 x 110
	19
	5,561

	Dardanelle
	Arkansas
	205.5
	1969
	600 x 110
	55
	5,727

	Ozark – Jeta Taylor
	Arkansas
	256.8
	1969
	600 x 110
	34
	4,316

	James W. Trimble
	Arkansas
	292.8
	1969
	600 x 110
	20
	4,203

	Felsenthal
	Ouachita
	226.8
	1984
	655 x 84
	18
	270

	H.K. Thatcher
	Ouachita
	281.7
	1984
	655 x 84
	18
	279


                     Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System 2000 Data

          and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Characteristics General Report
