Alabama – Senators Richard Shelby and Jeff Sessions

The state of Alabama contains part of the Tennessee River, which is the second longest river in the Ohio River basin system.  River miles 238 through 417 of the Tennessee are in the state.  Alabama also contains the Alabama-Coosa River system, the Black Warrior-Tombigbee River system, part of the Tennesee-Tombigbee Waterway, Mobile Harbor and the Mobile River system and part of the eastern part of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway.  Alabama also borders the Chattahoochee River along its boundary with Georgia.  The statistics and analysis in the document refer only to commodities moving by barge on the Ohio River system.

In 1998, over almost 18.2 million tons of commodities (mostly coal, grain, chemicals and aggregates) moved to, from, within and past Alabama on the Tennessee River.  These commodities had a combined value of almost $ 6 billion.  Coal made up just less than 29% of this tonnage, followed by grain.

Alabama 1998 Waterborne Commerce

To, from and within the State – Ohio River Basin Traffic Only
 (values in millions of dollars)

Commodity
Shipped
Received
Within
Total
Value

Coal
371,991
7,033,812
0
7,405,803
$  299.8

Petroleum
56,539
427,718
0
484,257
$   82.7

Aggregates
477,515
1,123,330
191,351
1,792,196
$   95.3

Grain
340,587
3,181,866
22,689
3,545,142
$  556.3

Chemicals
329,155
904,810
0
1,233,965
$2,625.4

Ores/Minerals
20,026
71,676
0
91,702
$   24.5

Iron/Steel
398,951
1,164,684
0
1,563,635
$  912.2

Other
702,354
432,556
759,387
1,894,297
$  431.9

TOTAL
2,697,118
14,340,452
973,427
18,010,997
$5,028.2

  ** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

  Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

An analysis of the waterborne commerce data for the State of Alabama shows that almost 2.7 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the state. Docks in the state received 14.3 million tons, with coal being the primary commodity.  More than 973 thousand tons moved within the state.  In 1998, the 18 million tons shipped to, from and within Ohio had a value $5 billion.

Alabama docks shipped commodities by barge to 18 states and received commodities from 17 states.  Of those states, Tennessee received the most cargo (573 thousand tons worth $104 million).  The leading state shipping by barge to Alabama was Kentucky, which transported 5.4 million tons of goods, most of which was coal.  Texas shipments to Alabama of high value commodities such as ores, iron, steel and chemicals were worth $1.8 billion.

Alabama 1998 Commodities 

Shipped by Barge to and from Other States 

Ohio River Basin Traffic Only
(value in millions of dollars)

Shipments

To
Tons
Value
Top

Commodity
Shipments

From
Tons
Value
Top

Commodity

Tennessee
573,067
$104.8
Wood Chips
Kentucky
5,437,451
$  265.4
Coal

Louisiana
404,232
$164.2
Grain
Illinois
3,222,035
$  306.4
Grain

Missouri
336,285
$ 45.1
Coal
Louisiana
1,436,874
$  410.8
Iron/Steel

Illinois
260,986
$133.1
Others
W. Virginia
1,203,034
$   78.4
Coal

Florida
211,073
$603.4
Chemicals
Texas
627,543
$1,853.5
Chemicals

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
There were 123 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in Alabama that shipped and received tonnage that moved on Ohio River system waterways in 1998.  Of these docks, 58 were located in Alabama’s 180 mile reach of the Tennessee River (see map). Two Tennessee Valley Authority power plants that received coal by barge are shown.  Four power plants on other Alabama waterways also received coal from barges originating in the Ohio River basin.  The port of Guntersville shipped and received just less than 3 million tons in 1998, making it the 7th largest port in the Ohio River basin.  Just over half of this tonnage was grain being shipped to Guntersville’s mills and other processing facilities.  Commodities loaded or unloaded at Guntersville’s docks in 1998 were worth almost $500 million.

There are three navigation locks and dams in Alabama (see map).  All three projects have 110’ x 600’ main chambers that have were put into operation between 1959 and 1965.  Wilson Locks and Dam also has two 60’ x 300’ chambers that are over 70 years old.  Guntersville Locks and Dam has one 60’ x 360’ auxiliary chamber  that was completed in 1937.  General Joseph Wheeler Locks and Dam has a 60’ x 400’ auxiliary chamber built in the early 1930’s.

Alabama 1998 Lock Tonnage

(in thousands of tons)

LOCK
UPBOUND
DOWNBOUND
TOTAL

Wilson
11,196
3,410
14,606

Wheeler
11,093
3,279
14,372

Guntersville
6,954
2,018
8,972

                         Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock Performance Monitoring System
