Olmsted Locks & Dam

Ground was broken on Olmsted Locks and Dam in 1996.  Locks and Dam 52 and 53 will be replaced with this single facility at mile 964.4 of the Ohio River.  Olmsted will feature twin 110’ x 1200’ lock chambers and a submersible dam.  During high water conditions, which should occur about 60% of each year, tows will pass over the dam using the navigable pass portion.  The total cost is approximately $1 billion, with a benefit/cost ratio of 3.7 to 1.  The locks are scheduled for completion in 2001, with the entire project to be completed in 2009.  Congress appropriated $56 million for construction work in fiscal year 2001.
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	Olmsted Lock Site - 1999 Commodity Distribution

(values in million of dollars)

	Commodity
	Tonnage
	Percent
	Value
	Percent

	Coal
	20,499,171
	24%
	$      837
	4%

	Petroleum
	11,776,194
	14%
	$   1,799
	9%

	Aggregates
	13,545,320
	15%
	$      974
	5%

	Grains
	10,163,415
	11%
	$   1,722
	9%

	Chemicals
	8,963,110
	10%
	$   5,009
	26%

	Ores/Minerals
	6,606,818
	8%
	$      669
	3%

	Iron/Steel
	10,485,557
	12%
	$   5,311
	27%

	Other 
	5,118,863
	6%
	$   3,279
	17%

	Total
	87,158,448
	100%
	$ 19,600
	100%

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


According to the Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics for 1999, more than 87 million tons of commodities were shipped past the point where Olmsted is being built.  These shipments had a combined value of $19.6 billion.  The leading commodity shipped past the Olmsted Lock site was coal, which made up 24% of the total tonnage. 

The state that shipped the most tonnage through this region was Louisiana, transporting more than 26 million tons of goods worth $7 billion.  Petroleum comprised almost a quarter of this amount.  

	Olmsted Lock Site - 1999 Barge Tonnage Shipped by States
(values in million of dollars)

	Shipments By
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Louisiana
	26,962,040
	$ 6,997
	Petroleum

	Illinois
	17,880,211
	$ 1,549
	Coal

	Kentucky
	16,616,030
	$ 2,303
	Aggregates

	West Virginia
	4,871,349
	$    672
	Coal

	Texas
	4,294,735
	$ 2,957
	Chemicals

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Louisiana received 23.1 million tons that would have moved through Olmsted Locks, with a combined value of $2.4 billion.  Coal made up almost half of this amount.  Kentucky was second in receipts of potential Olmsted Locks traffic, with more than 9.5 million tons.  See map for a graphical representation of state tonnage movements past the Olmsted Locks site.

	Olmsted Lock Site - 1999 Barge Tonnage Shipped to States

(values in million of dollars)

	Receipts By
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Louisiana
	23,120,442
	$   2,418
	Coal

	Kentucky
	9,522,979
	$      201
	Petroleum

	Ohio
	9,287,442
	$   2,196
	Iron/Steel

	Indiana
	6,988,847
	$   1,049
	Coal

	Tennessee
	6,578,684
	$   1,936
	Petroleum

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Louisiana’s 3rd Congressional District was the leading shipper of commodities past the Olmsted Locks site.  This district shipped 20 million tons of aggregates, coal and other commodities, with a combined value of $4 billion.  Kentucky District 1 was next, with 12.7 million tons.  See map for the top 10 Congressional Districts shipping tonnage past the Olmsted Locks site.

	Olmsted Lock Site 1999 Barge Tonnage 

Shipped by Congressional Districts

(values in million of dollars)

	Shipments By
	District
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Louisiana
	3
	20,099,041
	$ 4,041
	Iron/Steel

	Kentucky
	1
	12,694,284
	$ 1,119
	Aggregates

	Illinois
	19
	10,441,425
	$    511
	Coal

	Illinois
	12
	4,067,562
	$    522
	Coal

	Louisiana
	4
	3,032,889
	$    459
	Petroleum

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


The leading Congressional District in receipts of potential Olmsted Lock commodities was Louisiana District 3, which received nearly 17 million tons.  This tonnage was mostly coal and grain, and had a combined value of almost $1.8 billion.  See map for the top 10 Congressional Districts receiving tonnage that would have used Olmsted Locks.

	Olmsted Lock Site 1999 Barge Tonnage 

Shipped to Congressional Districts

(values in million of dollars)

	Receipts By
	District
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Louisiana
	3
	16,970,288
	$ 1,801
	Coal

	Ohio
	1
	4,511,822
	$ 1,212
	Iron/Steel

	Kentucky
	1
	4,178,132
	$    657
	Petroleum

	Indiana
	9
	4,096,400
	$    685
	Coal

	Alabama 
	5
	3,371,675
	$ 2,546
	Grain

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
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