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	Location
	Ohio River Mile 964.4, in Pulaski County, Illinois and Ballard County, Kentucky; approximately 2 miles downstream of Locks and Dam 53.

	Existing Structures
	Locks and Dams 52 and 53, each with a 110’ x 600’ lock chamber and a wicket dam were built in 1929.  In 1969 a temporary 110’ x 1200’ lock was built at Lock and Dam 52 and in 1979 a temporary 110’ x 1200’ lock was built at Lock and Dam 53.

	Annual Tonnage
	1999 tonnage at Locks and Dam 53 totaled 87 million tons of commerce worth almost $20 billion; 23% of this tonnage was coal.  Other major commodities included aggregates, petroleum, grain, and chemicals.

	Projected Traffic Growth
	121 million tons by the year 2010 and 141 million tons by 2030.

(source: Ohio River Main Stem Systems Study – Interim Feasibility Report)

	Summary of Problems
	Locks 52 and 53 are deteriorating structurally, have no steel reinforcements and are 50 to 100% stressed under normal operating conditions.  The temporary locks are inefficient, often shut down and are past their 15-year life.

	Corps of Engineers Action
	Ground was broken on the project in 1996.  Locks and Dam 52 and 53 will be replaced with a single facility consisting of twin 100’ x 1200’ lock chambers and a submersible dam for a total cost of $1 billion.  The locks are scheduled for completion in 2001, with the entire project to be completed in 2010.

	Source: US Army Corps of Engineers
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