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Willow Island Locks and Dam  
 
Willow Island Locks and Dam are 
located on the Ohio River, 161.7 miles 
downstream from Pittsburgh, Pa. and 3.4 
miles upstream from Waverly, W.Va. 
 
Construction on the project began in 
January 1967. The locks construction 
contract was awarded in October 1968 and 
placed in operation in January 1972. Dam 
construction was initiated in December 1971 
and completed in 1976. The pool was raised 
to a full height in September 1975. 
 
 
Quick Facts  
 
2012 Commercial Cargo Lockages: 3,457. National Rank: 42. 
 
2012 Tonnage (in thousands): 39,781. National Rank: 18. 
 
  

WILLOW ISLAND LOCKS AND DAM  
BUILDING STRONG ®U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
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Willow Island L&D Unavailability and Delay

Scheduled Unavailability Unscheduled Unavailability Average Tow Delay

Coal 68%Petroleum 5%

Crude Petroleum 1%

Aggregates 10%

Grains  1%

Chemicals 3%

Ores/Minerals 2% Iron/Steel 4%
Others 6%

2012 Willow Island L&D Commodity Distribution

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System
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Coal 27%

Petroleum 30%

Crude Petroleum 3%Aggregates 1%

Grains  2%

Chemicals 15%

Ores/Minerals 5%

Iron/Steel 9%
Others 8%

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System, 
2012 NDSU Commodity Value Study (Value in Millions)

$6,404.9 Total Value:

2012 Value of Commodities Through Willow Island L&D

Coal 43%

Petroleum 10%
Crude Petroleum 2%

Aggregates 9%

Grains  1%

Chemicals 12%

Ores/Minerals 6%

Iron/Steel 6% Others 11%

Source: Lock Performance Monitoring System, 
2010 University of Tennessee Rate Savings Study (Value in Millions)

$546.4 Total Rate Savings:

2012 Rate Savings Through Willow Island L&D



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS – PLANNING CENTER OF EXPERTISE FOR INLAND 
NAVIGATION 

502 Eighth Street Huntington, WV 25701-2070  
http://outreach.lrh.usace.army.mil/ 

Fact sheet created December 2013 

 

 
 


