Meldahl Locks & Dam
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Meldahl Locks and Dam is located at mile 436.2 of the Ohio River, downstream from Pittsburgh, PA.  The locks were opened in late 1962 and the dam was completed in late 1964.  The project replaced Lock and Dams 31, 32, 33 and 34.  The main lock chamber is 110’ x 1200’ and the auxiliary chamber is 110’ x 600’.  

	Meldahl Locks - 2008 Commodity Distribution

	(values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Tonnage
	Percent
	Value
	Percent

	Coal
	31,280,871
	56.7%
	$1,227 
	12.9%

	Petroleum
	8,309,186
	15.1%
	$1,390 
	14.6%

	Crude Petroleum
	71,812
	0.1%
	$7 
	0.1%

	Aggregates
	4,474,542
	8.1%
	$228 
	2.4%

	Grain
	115,983
	0.2%
	$25 
	0.3%

	Chemicals
	2,538,708
	4.6%
	$1,206 
	12.7%

	Ores/Minerals
	2,815,617
	5.1%
	$442 
	4.6%

	Iron/Steel
	3,591,916
	6.5%
	$1,982 
	20.8%

	Others
	1,957,736
	3.5%
	$3,002 
	31.6%

	Total
	55,156,371
	100.0%
	$9,509 
	100.0%

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


In 2008, over 55.1 million tons of commodities were shipped through Meldahl Locks.  These shipments had a combined value of $9.5 billion.  The leading commodity shipped through Meldahl Locks was coal, which comprised 56.7% of Meldahl’s tonnage.  Petroleum products were next, totaling 15.1% of the goods shipped.  Aggregates were the third largest commodity shipped through Meldahl at almost 6.5%. 

The state that shipped the most tonnage through Meldahl was West Virginia, transporting 15.9 million tons (11.0 million of which was coal).  Kentucky ranked second with 11.3 million tons of material. Louisiana ranked third in tons shipped through Meldahl, with 8.1 million tons, but the value of $3.6 billion was higher than the shipments for any other state.  Louisiana’s shipments consisted of high-value commodities such as iron, steel, ores, minerals, petroleum,  and chemicals.
	Meldahl Locks

	2008 Barge Tonnage Shipped From States

	(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments By
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	West Virginia 
	15,994,750
	$1,355 
	Coal

	Kentucky 
	11,384,422
	$859 
	Coal

	Louisiana 
	8,143,125
	$3,612 
	Ores/Minerals

	Illinois
	5,695,889
	$310 
	Coal

	Ohio
	4,884,944
	$1,411 
	Coal

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Ohio received through Meldahl Locks 17.1 million tons of commodities worth over $3.0 billion.  Coal made up 11.8 million tons of this amount.  Kentucky was second in receipts totaling 13.4 million tons.  West Virginia docks received over 7.4 million tons of commodities.  See map for a graphical representation of state tonnage movements through Meldahl Locks.
	Meldahl Locks

	2008 Barge Tonnage Shipped To States

	(values in millions of dollars)

	Receipts By
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Ohio 
	17,130,048
	$3,042 
	Coal

	Kentucky 
	13,438,897
	$2,019 
	Coal

	West Virginia 
	7,425,239
	$937 
	Aggregates

	Louisiana
	6,195,208
	$408 
	Coal

	Indiana
	3,409,935
	$269 
	Coal

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


West Virginia 3rd Congressional District was the leading shipper of commodities through Meldahl Locks.  This district shipped 8.4 million tons of coal, petroleum, aggregates and other commodities, with a combined value of  over $885 million.  Kentucky District 4 was next, transporting over 8.0 million tons, with a combined worth  $659 million. Louisiana District 3 was next, transporting 6.3 million tons of high-value commodities, which combined were worth over $1.3 billion .  See map for the top ten Congressional Districts shipping tonnage through Meldahl Locks.
	Meldahl Locks 2008 Barge Tonnage 

	Shipped From Congressional Districts

	(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments By
	District
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	West Virginia 
	3
	8,450,239
	$885 
	Coal

	Kentucky
	4
	8,015,202
	$659 
	Coal

	Louisiana 
	3
	6,391,256
	$1,358 
	Ores/Minerals

	West Virginia 
	2
	4,909,617
	$251 
	Coal

	Ohio
	6
	4,519,112
	$1,384 
	Coal

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


The leading Congressional District in receipt of Meldahl Locks commodities was Kentucky District 4, which received 9.3 million tons with a value of almost $874 million.  Ohio District 6 was second in commodities received with 8.0 million tons valued at $2.5 billion. See map for the top ten Congressional Districts receiving tonnage through Meldahl Locks.
	Meldahl Locks 2008 Barge Tonnage 

	Shipped To Congressional Districts

	(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments To
	District
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Kentucky 
	4
	9,307,361
	$874 
	Coal

	Ohio 
	6
	8,014,115
	$2,571 
	Coal

	Louisiana
	3
	5,958,679
	$284 
	Coal

	Ohio 
	2
	5,932,563
	$240 
	Coal

	West Virginia 
	2
	4,559,611
	$552 
	Aggregates

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics











