Marmet Locks & Dam

Marmet Locks and Dam is located at mile 67.7 of the Kanawha River.  The locks were opened in 1933 and the dam was completed in 1934.  The two lock chambers measure 360’ x 56’.  Located about nine miles upstream of Charleston West Virginia, the project is approximately 27 miles from the head of navigation.
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An improvement to Marmet Locks was authorized in 1996.  The proposed project is a new 110’ x 800’ lock chamber to go with the existing pair of 54’ x 360’ chambers. Property acquisition and development of plans and specifications are underway.  The total cost of the project is $313 million, and $10.2 million was appropriated by Congress for work in fiscal year 2001.  The benefit/cost ratio is 4.2 to 1.  At London Locks, a major rehabilitation project is planned.  The failing upstream guardwall will be replaced, and the riverward lock chamber will be extended in length by moving the existing miter gate 47 feet upstream.  This will allow two jumbo barges to fit in the chamber instead of one.  The project is estimated to cost $22.2 million, and the fiscal year 2001 appropriation is $1.8 million.  The benefit cost ratio is 25.5 to 1.

	Marmet Locks & Dam

1999 Commodity Distribution

(values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Tonnage
	Percent
	Value
	Percent

	Coal
	14,197,876
	94%
	$  540
	75%

	Petroleum
	**
	0%
	$      0
	0%

	Aggregates
	323,692
	2%
	$    17
	2.4%

	Chemicals
	185,873
	1.5%
	$    94
	13%

	Ores/Minerals
	111,257
	.7%
	$    15
	2%

	Iron/Steel
	15,516
	.1%
	$    10
	1%

	Other 
	249,489
	1.7%
	$    35
	5%

	Total
	15,083,703
	100%
	$  711
	100%

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage – included in “Other Commodities”

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


According to the Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics 

for 1999, 15 million tons of commodities were shipped through Marmet Locks.  These shipments had a combined value of $711 million.  The leading commodity shipped through Marmet Locks was coal, which made up 94% of the total tonnage. 

The state that shipped the most tonnage through Marmet Locks was West Virginia, transporting more than 14.4 million tons.  Over 14.1 million tons of this amount was coal.

	Marmet Locks and Dam

1999 Barge Tonnage Shipped by States

(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments By
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	West Virginia
	14,458,962
	$ 595
	Coal

	Indiana
	220,337
	$   16
	Aggregates

	Louisiana
	206,512
	$   44
	Ores/Minerals

	Kentucky
	88,489
	$     2
	Aggregates

	Texas
	70,027
	$   49
	Chemicals

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Ohio received 5.7 million tons worth $231 million through Marmet Locks.  Coal made up almost this entire amount.  West Virginia was second in receipts of Marmet Locks traffic, receiving 4.1 million tons of goods.  See map for a graphical representation of state 

tonnage movements through Marmet Locks.

	Marmet Locks and Dam

1999 Barge Tonnage Shipped to States

(values in millions of dollars)

	Receipts By
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Ohio
	5,759,662
	$ 232
	Coal

	West Virginia
	4,153,269
	$ 275
	Coal

	Kentucky
	1,949,785
	$   74
	Coal

	Pennsylvania
	1,171,482
	$   53
	Coal

	Louisiana
	982,522
	$   37
	Coal

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


West Virginia’s 2nd Congressional District was the leading shipper of commodities through Marmet Locks.  This district shipped 12.4 million tons of coal, aggregates and other commodities worth $473 million.  West Virginia District 3 was next, moving 2 million tons through the locks.  See map for the top ten Congressional Districts shipping tonnage through Marmet Locks.

The leading Congressional District in receipts of Marmet Locks’ commodities was also West Virginia District 2, which received over 4 million tons.  This tonnage was mostly coal and aggregates, and had a combined value of over $271 million.  See map for the top ten Congressional Districts receiving tonnage through Marmet Locks.

	Marmet Locks 1999 Barge Tonnage 

Shipped by Congressional Districts
(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments By
	District
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	West Virginia
	2
	12,433,254
	$ 474
	Coal

	West Virginia
	3
	2,025,708
	$ 122
	Coal

	Indiana 
	9
	220,337
	$   16
	Aggregates

	Louisiana
	3
	174,424
	$   31
	Ores/Minerals

	Kentucky
	4
	88,489
	$     2
	Aggregates

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Winfield Locks and Dam, located at Kanawha River mile 31.1, opened a new 110’ x 800’ lock chamber in 1998.  Of the 16 million tons that transited Marmet Locks in 1999, 14.2 million also used Winfield.

	Marmet Locks 1999 Barge Tonnage 

Shipped to Congressional Districts

(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments By
	District
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	West Virginia
	2
	4,067,388
	$ 271
	Coal

	Ohio
	2
	2,417,003
	$   92
	Coal

	Ohio
	18
	2,052,285
	$   78
	Coal

	Kentucky
	4
	1,782,507
	$   68
	Coal

	Ohio
	1
	1,048,980
	$   40
	Coal

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics











