	[image: image1.jpg]



	Marmet Locks and Dam
	July  2006

	[image: image2.jpg]




	Location
	Kanawha River Mile 67.7, in Marmet, West Virginia (Kanawha County); approximately 9 miles above Charleston, West Virginia.

	Existing Structure
	Twin 56’ x 360’ lock chambers and a gated dam were operational in 1934.

	Annual Tonnage
	In 2004, 14.9 million tons of commerce worth over $682 million transited the Marmet Locks and Dam; 94% of this tonnage was coal.  Other important commodities included aggregates and petroleum products.

	Projected Traffic Growth
	24 million tons by the year 2010 and 27 million tons by 2030. (source: Ohio River Main Stem Systems Study – Interim Feasibility Report)

	Summary of Problems
	Marmet Locks and Dam, built in 1934, are currently the busiest locks in the Ohio River System in terms of commercial lockage cuts.  Small twin 360’x 56’ chambers can process only one modern jumbo (195’- 200’ x 35’) barge at a time.  Future traffic growth, age and deterioration of the present facilities are just some of the problems.  Congestion has increased since the opening of the new Winfield Lock in 1997.

	Corps of Engineers Action
	Construction began in 2002 and the project is approximately 40 percent fiscally complete.  The new lock chamber is expected to be operational in 2008 with all construction completed by 2009. The existing chambers would remain open for emergency use and during maintenance.  

	Source: US Army Corps of Engineers


