John T. Myers Locks & Dam

John T. Myers Locks and Dam are located at mile 845.9 of the Ohio River.  The locks were opened in 1969 and the dam was completed in 1975.  The project replaced Lock and Dams 47, 48 and 49 on the Ohio River.  The main lock chamber is 110’ x 1200’ and the auxiliary chamber is 110’ x 600’.  The project is located about 3 ½ miles downstream of Uniontown Kentucky and was originally named Uniontown Locks and Dam.  The project was renamed in honor of Indiana Congressman John T. Myers in 1996. 
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At John T. Myers Locks and Dam, major repairs of the main chamber associated with heavy use and age force greater future reliance on the inadequately-sized auxiliary chamber.  This results in accelerating transit costs.  The John T. Myers and Greenup Locks Improvements Interim Feasibility Report, a product of the Ohio River Mainstem Study, recommends a 600’ extension of the auxiliary chamber and a miter gate quick changeout system.  This project was authorized for construction in the Water Resources Development Act of 2000.  
	JT Myers Locks & Dam - 2008 Commodity Distribution

	(values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Tonnage
	Percent
	Value
	Percent

	Coal
	36,900,646
	51%
	$1,437 
	11%

	Petroleum
	5,751,930
	8%
	$803 
	6%

	Crude Petroleum
	52,554
	0%
	$5 
	0%

	Aggregates
	1,784,818
	2%
	$79 
	1%

	Grains
	7,206,958
	10%
	$1,149 
	9%

	Chemicals
	6,070,041
	8%
	$2,440 
	18%

	Ores/Minerals
	5,758,398
	8%
	$604 
	4%

	Iron/Steel
	6,593,398
	9%
	$3,938 
	29%

	Other 
	1,857,007
	3%
	$3,017 
	22%

	Total
	71,975,750
	100%
	$13,473 
	100%

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


According to the Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics for 2008, over 71.9 million tons of commodities were shipped through John T. Myers Locks.  These shipments had a combined value of $13.4 billion.  The leading commodity shipped was coal, which comprised 51% of the total tonnage.  Grains, iron/steel, grains, ores/minerals, petroleum and chemicals were next, totaling almost 43% of the tonnage. These products represented the largest total commodity value of $8.2 billion. 

The state that shipped the most tonnage through John T. Myers Locks was Illinois, transporting 22.5 million tons.  Of this amount, coal made up over 21.3 million tons. The value of Louisiana’s commodities was higher than the shipments for any other state, as its high-value products such as ores/minerals, iron/steel and chemicals, were worth more than $5.3 billion.
	JT Myers Locks & Dam

	2008 Barge Tonnage Shipped by States

	(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments By
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Illinois
	22,524,405
	$1,215 
	Coal

	Louisiana
	15,796,164
	$5,334 
	Ores/Minerals

	Kentucky
	11,604,446
	$1,977 
	Coal

	Indiana
	5,653,076
	$770 
	Grain

	West Virginia
	5,624,767
	$467 
	Coal

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Indiana received over 17.5 million tons through John T. Myers Locks, with a combined value of almost $1.1 billion.  Coal made up approximately 14.9 million tons of this amount.  Louisiana was second in receipts of Myers Lock traffic, receiving 14.7 million tons of goods.  Ohio’s docks received 12.7 million tons of commodities valued at almost $3.3 billion.  See map for a graphical representation of state tonnage movements through John T. Myers Locks.
	JT Myers Locks & Dam

	2008 Barge Tonnage Received by States

	(values in millions of dollars)

	Receipts By
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Indiana
	17,568,358
	$1,113 
	Coal

	Louisiana
	14,709,841
	$1,636 
	Coal

	Ohio
	12,749,560
	$3,396 
	Coal

	Kentucky
	10,735,916
	$2,143 
	Coal

	West Virginia
	3,766,197
	$745 
	Coal

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Illinois’ 19th Congressional District was the leading shipper of commodities through John T. Myers Locks.  This district shipped over 15 million tons, mainly coal, with a combined value of over $575 million.  Louisiana District 3 was next, with over 12.5 million tons of high-value commodities such as iron/steel, chemicals, petroleum and ore/minerals that were worth a combined $2.4 billion.  See map for the top ten Congressional Districts shipping tonnage through John T. Myers Locks.
	JT Myers Locks & Dam 2008 Barge Tonnage

	Shipped by Congressional Districts

	(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments By
	District
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Illinois
	19
	15,057,940
	$575 
	Iron/Steel

	Louisiana
	3
	12,587,820
	$2,415 
	Coal

	Kentucky
	1
	7,055,355
	$513 
	Coal

	Illinois
	12
	6,748,867
	$355 
	Coal

	Indiana
	8
	3,822,839
	$531 
	Grain

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


The leading Congressional District in receipts of John T. Myers Locks commodities was Indiana District 9, which received over 15.2 million tons.  Coal amounted to almost 96% of the total tonnage, but only $806 million of the total value. See map for the top ten Congressional Districts receiving John T. Myers Locks tonnage.
	JT Myers Locks & Dam 2008 Barge Tonnage

	Received by Congressional Districts

	(values in millions of dollars)Kentucky

	Shipments By
	District
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Indiana
	9
	15,295,552
	$806 
	Coal

	Louisiana
	3
	13,008,071
	$1,260 
	Coal

	Ohio
	6
	6,892,618
	$2,489 
	Coal

	Ohio
	1
	3,964,400
	$817 
	Chemicals

	Kentucky
	4
	3,943,849
	$1,282 
	Coal

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
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