Chickamauga Lock and Dam

Chickamauga Lock and Dam is located at mile 471 of the Tennessee River in the port of Chattanooga, Tennessee.  The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) built the project in the 1930’s.  The lock was placed in temporary operation in 1938 and was completed in 1940.  The lock chamber measures 360’ x 60’ and the project also includes a hydroelectric plant and a highway bridge.
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Chickamauga Lock has a history of problems associated with concrete expansion.  A study conducted by TVA recommended the construction of a new 600’ x 110’ lock chamber.  A feasibility study is currently underway by the Nashville District for the replacement of the lock.  

	Chickamauga Lock - 1999 Commodity Distribution

(values in millions of dollars)

	Commodity
	Tonnage
	Percent
	Value
	Percent

	Petroleum
	288,803
	13 %
	$   96
	16 %

	Grain
	854,552
	37 %
	$ 119
	20 %

	Chemicals
	172,735
	8 %
	$   84
	14 %

	Ores/Minerals
	544,652
	24 %
	$   53
	9 %

	Iron/Steel
	159,617
	7 %
	$ 151
	24 %

	Other 
	261,828
	11 %
	$ 105
	17 %

	Total
	2,282,187
	100 %
	$ 606
	100 %

	** Insufficient barge operators to release this tonnage.

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


According to the Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics for 1999, more than 2.2 million tons of commodities were shipped through Chickamauga Lock.  These shipments had a combined value of $606 million.  The leading commodity shipped through Chickamauga Lock was corn.

The state that shipped the most tonnage through Chickamauga Lock was Tennessee, moving 717 thousand tons through the lock.  Of this amount, cereal grains for animal feed was the leading commodity. 

	Chickamauga Lock 

1999 Barge Tonnage Shipped by States

(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments By
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Tennessee
	717,590
	$ 349
	Grain

	Louisiana
	663,510
	$ 133
	Ores/Minerals

	Illinois
	555,598
	$   84
	Grain

	Kentucky
	116,928
	$     5
	Aggregates

	Iowa
	81,604
	$     8
	Grain

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Tennessee received 1.6 million tons that moved through Chickamauga Lock, with a combined value of over $297 million.  Grain, ores and minerals made up more than half of this amount.  Louisiana was second in receipts of Chickamauga Lock traffic, with 301 thousand tons.  See map for a graphical representation of state tonnage movements through Chickamauga Lock.

	Chickamauga Lock 

1999 Barge Tonnage Shipped to States

(values in millions of dollars)

	Receipts By
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Tennessee
	1,641,777
	$ 297
	Grain

	Louisiana
	301,603
	$   66
	Grain

	Illinois
	171,560
	$   72
	Ores/Minerals

	Alabama
	49,580
	$   45
	Iron/Steel

	Arkansas
	35,805
	$   30
	Iron/Steel

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Louisiana’s 3rd Congressional District was the leading shipper of commodities through Chickamauga Lock.  This district shipped 624 thousand tons of grain, ores, minerals, and other commodities, with a combined value of $88.6 million.  Tennessee District 2 was next, with 607 thousand tons worth $226 million.  See map for the top 10 Congressional Districts shipping tonnage through Chickamauga Lock.

	Chickamauga Lock 

1999 Barge Tonnage Shipped by Congressional Districts

(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments By
	District
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Louisiana
	3
	624,527
	$   89
	Nonmetallic Minerals

	Tennessee
	2
	607,354
	$ 256
	Grain

	Illinois
	17
	242,561
	$   25
	Grain

	Illinois
	18
	112,158
	$   12
	Grain

	Illinois
	12
	111,008
	$   38
	Petroleum

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


The leading Congressional District in receipts of Chickamauga Lock commodities was also Tennessee District 2, which received over 1.5 million tons.  This tonnage was mostly corn and nonmetallic minerals, and had a value of over $256 million.  See map for the top 10 Congressional Districts receiving Chickamauga Lock tonnage.

	Chickamauga Lock

1999 Barge Tonnage Shipped to Congressional Districts

(values in millions of dollars)

	Shipments By
	District
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Tennessee 
	2
	1,570,477
	$ 257
	Grain

	Louisiana
	3
	297,587
	$   64
	Grain

	Illinois 
	12
	53,579
	$   11
	Ores/Minerals

	Tennessee
	7
	49,636
	$   10
	Ores/Minerals

	Alabama
	5
	46,280
	$   43
	Iron/Steel

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics











