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Taconite arriving by rail

The Great Lakes basin’s largest commodity is iron ore. The steel industry relies on lake vessels to move iron ore from Lake Superior and lower St. Lawrence River mines to mills on lakes Ontario, Erie and Michigan.  Lake vessels also transport iron ore from the Minnesota and Michigan ports to the integrated steel mills, and trans-shipment ports, situated on Lakes Michigan and Erie (including the Detroit River).  
In 2001, iron ore shipments on the Great Lakes basin’s waterways totaled over 55 million tons with a value of approximately $1.7 billion. 
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Most of the iron ore moved on the waterways of the basin originated in Minnesota, with over 23 million tons of iron ore worth $690 being shipped.  Michigan and Wisconsin were the second and third largest shippers of iron ore respectively.  Combined, they shipped more than 22 million tons of iron ore worth over $700 million in 2001. 
	Great Lakes Basin Barge Traffic

Iron Ore Shipped by State – 2001

(tons in thousands; values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value

	Minnesota
	23,005
	$   690

	Michigan
	13,793
	$   414

	Wisconsin
	9,719
	$   292

	Ohio
	3,079
	$     92

	Canada
	5,409
	$   162

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


The main destination for iron ore barges originating in the basin were facilities in Indiana.  Approximately, 23.3 million tons of iron ore were shipped to Indiana on the Great Lakes basin’s waterways in 2001.  Ohio ranked second with approximately 16.3 million tons of iron ore worth $489 million.  Canada was the major foreign destination for iron ore shipments on the basin’s waterways.  Canada received over 4.7 billion tons of iron ore worth $142 million in 2001. 
	Great Lakes Basin Barge Traffic

Iron Ore Received by State – 2001
(tons in thousands; values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value

	Indiana
	23,322
	$  700

	Ohio
	16,302
	$  489

	Michigan
	7,697
	$  231

	Maryland
	2,076
	$    62

	Illinois
	656
	$    20

	South Carolina
	147
	$      4

	Minnesota
	72
	$      2

	Alabama
	67
	$      2

	Canada
	4,725
	$  142

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
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