Grain
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The Lower Mississippi-GIWW (LMV) Basin’s third largest shallow draft commodity group is grain.  The Basin’s waterways serves grain shippers primarily by affording access to the export and industrial markets for grain.  The bulk of system grain traffic was destined for Louisiana (94 percent) for overseas shipment.   Corn was the predominate grain that moved within the LMV region.  The leading origin for grain was the state of Illinois (39 percent), followed by Missouri (9.4 percent) and Iowa (8.9 percent).  

As Shown in Table 1, corn was by far the largest component of the LMV Basin grain trade in 2008.  Grain shipments on the LMV system totaled approximately 58.8 million tons, with corn being the largest grain commodity moving by barge.   Soybeans and wheat  ranked second and third respectively. Combined, these three leading grain commodities accounted for 85 percent of total grain traffic in the LMV Basin. The 58.8 million tons of grain moving by barge in 2008 had a combined value of over $9.4 billion.  
	TABLE 1 

	Lower Mississippi GIWW Basin

	Top Grains – 2008

	Shallow Draft Traffic 

	(values in millions of $)

	Grains
	Tonnage
	Value

	Corn
	28,788,872
	$2,994

	Soybeans
	15,837,777
	$3,421

	Wheat
	5,164,299
	$620

	Animal Feed, Prep
	3,751,986
	$620

	Oilseeds, Nec
	2,568,264
	$1,048

	Rice
	1,792,422
	$586

	Sorghum Grains
	659,239
	$67

	Grain Mill Products
	193,940
	$91

	Barley & Rye
	36,436
	$3

	Oats
	3,049
	$0

	Wheat Flour
	1,714
	$0

	Peanuts
	165
	$0

	TOTAL
	58,798,163
	$9,450

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


As shown in Table 2, Arkansas shipped more grain out of the LMV basin than any other state in 2008.  More than 4.4 million tons of grain worth approximately $847 million was shipped from Arkansas.  Soybeans was the primary grain being shipped to Louisiana for export. 

	Table 2

	Lower Mississippi GIWW Basin

	Grain Products Shipped by State – 2008

	Shallow Draft Traffic*

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Leading Grain

	Arkansas
	4,462,478
	$847
	Soybeans

	Mississippi
	3,395,708
	$632
	Soybeans

	Tennessee
	3,013,403
	$500
	Soybeans

	Louisiana
	1,862,961
	$310
	Soybeans

	Oklahoma
	1,115,574
	$185
	Wheat

	Alabama
	385,122
	$62
	Wheat

	Texas
	24,542
	$4
	Wheat

	Florida
	511
	$0
	Grain Mill Products

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

	* - Includes Canada, Other Foreign and Off Shore Terminal Commodity Traffic


As shown in Table 3, the main destinations for grain barges in the LMV basin were grain docks in Louisiana.  Louisiana received over 55 million tons of grain worth $8.8 billion in 2008.  The Port of South Louisiana received 77% of the grain which had a value of $6.3 billion. 
	Table 3

	Lower Mississippi GIWW Basin 

	Grain Products Received by State – 2008

	Shallow Draft Traffic*

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Leading Grain

	Louisiana
	55,004,061
	$8,825
	Corn

	Alabama
	1,408,305
	$202
	Corn

	Tennessee
	719,774
	$75
	Corn

	Oklahoma
	217,979
	$34
	Animal Feed, Prep

	Texas
	136,059
	$34
	Rice

	Mississippi
	112,704
	$14
	Corn

	Arkansas
	54,101
	$9
	Animal Feed, Prep

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

	* - Includes Canada, Other Foreign and Off Shore Terminal Commodity Traffic


Over 13.7 million tons of grains were shipped within the LMV Basin (See Table 4).  Arkansas was the leading shipping over 4.4 million tons having a value of $839 million.  Almost 50% of the grain was shipped to Louisiana, with the Port of South Louisiana accounting for almost 67% of the grain.  Mississippi and Tennessee were ranked second and third, respectively in shipping grains within the LMV Basin.

	Table 4

	Lower Mississippi GIWW Basin

	Grain Products Shipped Within the Basin – 2008

	Shallow Draft Traffic*

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Leading Grain
	Primary Receiving State

	Arkansas
	4,431,684
	$839
	Soybeans
	Louisiana

	Mississippi
	3,329,429
	$615
	Soybeans
	Louisiana

	Tennessee
	2,982,582
	$495
	Soybeans
	Louisiana

	Louisiana
	1,589,668
	$253
	Corn
	Louisiana

	Oklahoma
	1,101,357
	$182
	Soybeans
	Louisiana

	Alabama
	316,481
	$83
	Oilseed, NEC
	Louisiana

	Texas
	11,557
	$2
	Soybeans
	Louisiana

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

	* - Includes Canada, Other Foreign and Off Shore Terminal Commodity Traffic



































































































































