Grains
(Deep Draft)
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The Lower Mississippi-GIWW (LMV) Basin’s third largest deep draft commodity group is grain.  The Basin’s waterways and deep draft ports serve grain shippers primarily by affording access to the export and industrial markets for grain.  The bulk of system grain traffic (about 97%) was destined for overseas shipment.    
As Shown in Table 1, corn was by far the largest component of the LMV Basin grain trade in 2008. Grain shipments on the LMV system totaled approximately 90.7 million tons, with corn being the largest grain commodity. Soybeans and wheat ranked second and third respectively. Combined, these three leading grain commodities accounted for 82% of total grain traffic in the LMV Basin. The 90.7 million tons of grain had a combined value of over $15 billion.  
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	Lower Mississippi GIWW Basin

	Top Grains – 2008

	Deep Draft Traffic*

	(values in million $)

	Grains
	Tonnage
	Value

	Corn
	35,374,339
	$3,679 

	Soybeans
	19,908,286
	$4,300 

	Wheat
	18,711,233
	$2,245 

	Sorghum Grains
	4,174,804
	$426 

	Grain Mill Products
	3,649,623
	$1,704 

	Oilseeds, NEC
	3,363,237
	$1,372 

	Rice
	2,659,609
	$870 

	Animal Feed, Prep
	2,397,552
	$396 

	Barley & Rye
	177,710
	$15 

	Oats
	175,759
	$15 

	Wheat Flour
	69,148
	$12 

	Flaxseed
	37,150
	$15 

	Peanuts
	26,512
	$19 

	Hay & Fodder
	359
	$0 

	TOTAL
	90,725,321
	$15,068 

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

	* - Includes Canada, Other Foreign and Off Shore Terminal Commodity Traffic



A total of 88 million tons of grains was exported from the basin to overseas markets, which accounted for nearly 100% of the tonnage shipped. As shown in Table 2, Louisiana shipped more grain out of the LMV basin than any other state in 2008.  More than 70 million tons of grain, primarily corn, worth over $12 billion was exported from Louisiana. Texas was the second leading exporter of grain, primarily wheat. Over 16 million tons of grains were exported with a value of over $2 billion.





	Table 2

	Lower Mississippi GIWW Basin 

	Grains Products Shipped by State – 2008

	Deep Draft Traffic*

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Leading Grain

	Louisiana
	70,138,052
	$12,277 
	Corn

	Texas
	16,298,026
	$2,217 
	Wheat

	Alabama
	1,650,849
	$225 
	Corn

	Mississippi
	12,285
	$3 
	Animal Feed Prep

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

	* - Includes Canada, Other Foreign and Off Shore Terminal Commodity Traffic


As shown in Table 3, Louisiana was by far the main recipients of foreign grain shipments, receiving 708,750 tons. Louisiana received primarily corn. 
	[bookmark: RANGE!B2:E14]Table 3

	Lower Mississippi GIWW Basin

	Grains Products Received by State – 2008

	Deep Draft Traffic*

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Leading Grain

	Louisiana
	708,750
	$105 
	Corn

	Texas
	63,491
	$18 
	Grain Mill Products

	Tennessee
	7,047
	$0 
	Corn

	Alabama
	3,435
	$0 
	Corn

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

	* - Includes Canada, Other Foreign and Off Shore Terminal Commodity Traffic



As shown in Table 4, Mississippi shipped the most Grain within the basin with over 235,000 tons, mostly Corn. Arkansas was second with about 189,000 tons, mainly Soybeans. Louisiana and Tennessee also shipped almost 200,000 tons, mainly Soybeans and Corn.



	Table 4

	Lower Mississippi GIWW Basin

	Grains Products Shipped Within Basin – 2008

	Deep Draft Traffic*

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Leading Grain

	Mississippi
	235,539
	$38 
	Corn

	Arkansas
	189,223
	$37 
	Soybeans

	Louisiana
	109,175
	$17 
	Corn

	Tennessee
	82,348
	$15 
	Soybeans

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics

	* - Includes Canada, Other Foreign and Off Shore Terminal Commodity Traffic
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