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Loading Grain
The Basin’s waterways serve grain shippers primarily by affording access to the export and industrial markets for grain. Grain moves through several major ports for overseas  export and domestic use  (See Map
). To this day, grain originating on the Canadian and American prairies is moved by rail to Thunder Bay, Ontario and Duluth, Minnesota, from where it is loaded either onto lakers that move it to ports on the Great Lakes and on the lower St. Lawrence for further transhipment, or onto oceangoing vessels for direct export overseas. Most of the U.S. grain exported through the GLSLS is destined for Western Europe.
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As shown in Table 1, in 2008, grain shipments on the Great Lakes basin’s waterways totaled almost 2.1 million tons, with wheat being the largest grain commodity that moved by barge in the Great Lakes basin.  Oats and soybeans ranked second and third respectively. Combined, these three leading grain commodities accounted for 71 percent of total grain traffic on the Great Lakes. The 2.1 million tons of grain moving by barge in 2008 had a combined value of almost $287 million.  
	Table 1

	Great Lakes Basin Traffic 

	Top Grains - 2008

	(tons in thousands; values in millions of $)

	Grain
	Tonnage
	Value

	WHEAT
	855
	$97 

	OATS
	334
	$29 

	SOYBEANS
	316
	$68 

	CORN
	235
	$24 

	ANIMAL FEED, PREPS
	201
	$33 

	BARLEY & RYE
	104
	$9 

	FLAXSEED
	37
	$15 

	OILSEEDS NEC
	28
	$11 

	GRAIN MILL PRODUCTS
	0
	$1 

	Total
	2,110
	$287

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of Table 2 shows that Wisconsin shipped more grain in the Great Lakes basin than any other state in 2008.  More than 864 thousand tons of grain worth approximately $113 million was shipped from Wisconsin on the Great Lakes.  Ohio and Minnesota ranked second and third respectively, with soybeans and wheat being the major grain commodities moved by barge out of the three leading shipping states. 
	Table 2

	Great Lakes Basin Traffic

	Grain Shipped by State or Canada– 2008

	(tons in thousands; values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Leading Grain

	Wisconsin
	863,739
	$113 
	Wheat

	Ohio
	553,558
	$90 
	Soybeans

	Minnesota
	259,948
	$42 
	Wheat

	Indiana
	22,718
	$4
	Corn

	Canada
	398,926
	$39 
	Oats

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


As shown in Table 3,  the main destinations for grain barges originating in the Great Lakes basin were grain docks in Canada.  The Canadian docks  received over 774 thousand million tons of grain worth $112 million in 2008.  Other foreign ports received a combined total of 691 thousand tons of grains worth approximately $115 million. The state of New York received more grain via the Great Lakes than any other state in the U.S. 
	Table 3

	Great Lakes Basin Traffic

	Grain Received by State or Countries– 2008

	(tons in thousands; values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Leading Grain

	New York 
	289,523
	$29 
	Oats

	Ohio 
	203,654
	$19 
	Oats

	Wisconsin
	104,483
	$8 
	Barley & Rye

	Louisiana 
	24,413
	$4 
	Soybeans

	Indiana 
	11,257
	$3 
	Oilseed

	Canada 
	774,398
	$112 
	Wheat

	Other Foreign
	691,435
	$115 
	Wheat

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
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Major Great Lakes Basin Grain Port Facilities
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