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Loading Grain
The Basin’s waterways serve grain shippers primarily by affording access to the export and industrial markets for grain. Grain, primarily Canadian, moves predominantly from Lake Superior origins for overseas export, though the Port of Toledo is also an important originating point for grain exports. 
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In 2005, grain shipments on the Great Lakes basin’s waterways totaled approximately 5.3 million tons, with wheat being the largest grain commodity that moved by barge in the Great Lakes basin.  Corn and soybeans ranked second and third respectively. Combined, these three leading grain commodities accounted for 89 percent of total grain traffic on the Great Lakes. The 5.3 million tons of grain moving by barge in 2005 had a combined value of almost $3.4 billion.  
	Great Lakes Basin Traffic – 2005

	(tons in thousands; values in millions of $)

	Grain
	Tonnage
	Value

	Wheat
	2,714
	$120 

	Corn
	1,064
	$104 

	Soybeans
	936
	$216 

	Oats
	326
	$86 

	Animal Feed, Preps
	88
	$165 

	Oilseeds NEC
	58
	$408 

	Barley & Rye
	42
	$82 

	Flaxseed
	24
	$408 

	Grain Mill Products
	24
	$467 

	Wheat Flour
	12
	$180 

	Rice 
	2
	$327 

	Sourghum Grains
	0
	$102 

	Peanuts
	0
	$731 

	Total
	5,290
	$3,396 

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Wisconsin shipped more grain in the Great Lakes basin than any other state in 2005.  More than 2.5 million tons of grain worth approximately $1.1 billion was shipped from Wisconsin on the Great Lakes.  Ohio and Minnesota ranked second and third respectively, with corn and wheat being the major grain commodities moved by barge out of the three leading shipping states. 
	Great Lakes Basin Traffic

	Grain Shipped by State or Canada– 2005

	(tons in thousands; values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Leading Grain

	Wisconsin 
	2,545
	$1,181 
	Wheat

	Ohio 
	982
	$320 
	Corn

	Minnesota 
	686
	$501 
	Wheat

	Indiana 
	447
	$440 
	Corn

	Canada 
	432
	$2,886 
	Wheat

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


The main destinations for grain barges originating in the Great Lakes basin were grain docks in Canada.  Canada received over 2.2 million tons of grain worth $1.2 billion in 2005.  Other foreign locations received a combined total of 2.0 million tons of grains worth approximately $1.1 billion. The state of Ohio received more grain via the Great Lakes than any other state in the U.S. 
	Great Lakes Basin Traffic

	Grain Received by State or Countries– 2005

	(tons in thousands; values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Leading Grain

	New York 
	373
	$889 
	Oats

	Ohio 
	188
	$206 
	Oats

	Louisiana 
	128
	$440 
	Corn

	Puerto Rico 
	91
	$1,173 
	Corn

	Indiana 
	60
	$573 
	Oilseeds, NEC

	Canada 
	2,253
	$1,234 
	Wheat

	Other Foreign
	2,066
	$1,095 
	Wheat

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics



































































































































