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The Upper Mississippi/Illinois/Missouri Rivers (UMR) Basin’s second largest commodity group is grain.  The Basin’s waterways serves grain shippers primarily by affording access to the export and industrial markets for grain.  The leading origin for grain was the state of Illinois (65 percent), followed by Iowa (16 percent) and Missouri (12 percent).  
The bulk of system grain traffic was destined for Louisiana (93 percent) for overseas shipment.   Corn was the predominate grain shipped out of the UMR region. 
As Shown in Table 1, in 2008, grain shipments on the UMR system totaled approximately 32 million tons, with corn being the largest grain commodity moving by barge.   Soybeans and animal feed ranked second and third respectively. Combined, these three leading grain commodities accounted for 90 percent of total grain traffic in the UMR Basin. The 32 million tons of grain moving by barge in 2008 had a combined value of  $4.8 billion.  
	TABLE 1 

	Upper Mississippi/Illinois/Missouri Rivers Basin

	Top Grains – 2008

	(values in millions of $)

	Grains
	Tonnage
	Value

	Corn
	19,603,635
	$2,039 

	Soybeans
	7,355,977
	$1,589 

	Animal Feed, Prep
	2,283,459
	$377 

	Wheat
	1,488,443
	$179 

	Oilseeds, NEC
	1,310,086
	$534 

	Sorghum Grains
	99,537
	$10 

	Grain Mill Products
	80,582
	$38 

	Rice
	73,229
	$33 

	Barley & Rye
	7,746
	$1 

	Oats
	1,414
	$0 

	TOTAL
	32,304,108
	$4,800 

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


As shown in Table 2, Illinois shipped more grain on the UMR basin than any other state in 2008.  More than 20.4 million tons of grain worth approximately $2.9 billion was shipped from Illinois out of the UMR region.  Iowa and Missouri ranked second and third respectively.  The largest grain commodity by volume was corn.  

	TABLE 2 

	Upper Mississippi/Illinois/Missouri Rivers Basin 

	Grains Shipped by State – 2008

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Leading Grain

	Illinois
	20,406,990
	$2,981 
	Corn

	Iowa
	5,106,560
	$784 
	Corn

	Missouri
	3,650,619
	$532 
	Corn

	Minnesota
	1,808,699
	$247 
	Corn

	Wisconsin
	634,098
	$84 
	Corn

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


The main destinations for grain barges originating in the UMR basin were grain docks in Louisiana.  Louisiana received over 29 million tons of grain worth $4.3 billion in 2008.  The state of Alabama, was second in the receipt of grain (1.3 million tons) from the UMR basin. than any other state in the U.S. 
	TABLE 3 

	Upper Mississippi/Illinois/Missouri Rivers Basin 

	Grains Received by State – 2008

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Leading Grain

	Illinois
	223,718
	$45 
	Wheat

	Minnesota
	23,031
	$7 
	Oilseeds, Nec

	Iowa
	16,384
	$4 
	Animal Feed, Prep

	Missouri
	11,272
	$2 
	Animal Feed, Prep

	Wisconsin
	1,600
	$0 
	Animal Feed, Prep

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


A minimal amount of grains were barged into the area (Table 3).  Illinois received the most tonnage of 223,178 shipped mainly from Louisiana ports, with the primary grain being corn.
	TABLE 4

	Upper Mississippi/Illinois/Missouri Rivers Basin

	Grains Moved Within the Basin – 2008

	(values in millions of $)

	Shipping Source
	Tonnage
	Value
	Leading Grain
	Primary Receiving State

	Illinois
	262,638
	$71 
	Soybeans
	Illinois

	Iowa
	73,680
	$15 
	Soybeans
	Illinois

	Minnesota
	55,363
	$12 
	Soybeans
	Illinois

	Missouri
	27,956
	$5 
	Soybeans
	Illinois

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


As shown in Table 4, over 420 thousand tons of grains was shipped within the UMR Basin with soybeans being the primary commodity and Illinois being the primary receiving state of grains.
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