Crude Petroleum 

(Deep Draft)
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The Lower Mississippi-GIWW (LMV) Basin’s largest deep draft commodity group is crude petroleum.  The LMV system is a vital conduit for crude petroleum into the interior of the United States via the inland waterway system and connecting pipeline network.  Over 338 million tons were imported into the Gulf coast region and almost 260 thousand tons were shipped within the gulf region, primarily moving between ports in Louisiana.  There was no crude petroleum exported from the LMV Basin. 
Texas and Louisiana were the primary importers of crude petroleum.  These 2 states alone have 25 and 16 operating refineries, respectively. Mississippi and Alabama both have 4 operating refineries. Texas leads the United States in both crude oil production and refining capacity.   Refineries in the Houston area, make up the largest refining center in the United States.  
The LMV leads the United States in the importing of crude petroleum primarily from Foreign overseas sources (99%) and a small percentage from Canada (1%).  As shown in Table 1, the primary receiving port is the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port, which accounts for almost 20% of all imported crude petroleum.
	Table 1

	Lower Mississippi - GIWW Basin

	Crude Petroleum Receiving Ports - 2008

	(values in millions of $)

	ORIGIN
	DESTINATION
	TONS
	VALUE

	FOREIGN
	LA OFFSHORE OIL PORT(LOOP) GULF OF MEXICO
	57,377,704
	$5,680 

	 
	HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL, TX (HOUSTON, TX)
	51,083,082
	$5,057 

	 
	BEAUMONT, TX (NECHES RIVER) (PART OF WATERWAY)
	37,136,312
	$3,676 

	 
	TEXAS CITY CHANNEL, TX (TEXAS CITY, TX)
	31,800,263
	$3,148 

	 
	CORPUS CHRISTI, TX 
	29,361,627
	$2,907 

	 
	CALCASIEU RIVER AND PASS, LA (LAKE CHARLES, LA)
	22,760,671
	$2,253 

	 
	PORT OF SOUTH LOUISIANA (LA)
	21,314,405
	$2,110 

	 
	FREEPORT HARBOR, TX (FREEPORT, TX)
	20,548,651
	$2,034 

	 
	PASCAGOULA HARBOR, MS 
	15,169,150
	$1,502 

	 
	PORT ARTHUR, TX (PART OF WATERWAY)
	12,305,985
	$1,218 

	 
	PORT OF NEW ORLEANS, LA 
	6,348,496
	$629 

	 
	MOBILE HARBOR, AL 
	5,572,471
	$552 

	 
	PORT OF BATON ROUGE, LA
	4,834,962
	$479 

	 
	PORT OF PLAQUEMINES, LA 
	2,242,885
	$222 

	 
	FOREIGN TOTAL
	317,856,664
	$31,468 

	ORIGIN
	DESTINATION
	TONS
	VALUE

	CANADA
	BEAUMONT, TX (NECHES RIVER) (PART OF WATERWAY)
	323,989
	$32 

	 
	CORPUS CHRISTI, TX 
	103,533
	$10 

	 
	PORT OF BATON ROUGE, LA
	76,688
	$8 

	 
	CALCASIEU RIVER AND PASS, LA (LAKE CHARLES, LA)
	106,476
	$11 

	 
	PORT OF SOUTH LOUISIANA (LA)
	127,600
	$13 

	 
	MOBILE HARBOR, AL 
	85,082
	$8 

	 
	FREEPORT HARBOR, TX (FREEPORT, TX)
	58,138
	$6 

	 
	CANADIAN TOTAL
	881,506
	$87 

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


The Louisiana Offshore Oil Port ( LOOP ) facility is located in the Gulf of Mexico, eighteen miles south of Grand Isle, Louisiana, in 110 feet of water, making it the only US port capable of offloading deep draft tankers known as Ultra Large Crude Carriers (ULCC) and 
Very Large Crude Carriers (VLCC). Some of these vessels require water depths of 85 feet.   Along with offloading crude from VLCC’s, LOOP also offloads smaller tankers. 

LOOP's onshore facilities, Fourchon Booster Station and Clovelly Dome Storage Terminal, are located just on-shore in Fourchon, LA and 25 miles inland near Galliano, LA.  Four pipelines connect the onshore storage facility to refineries in Louisiana and along the Gulf Coast. LOOP also operates the 53-mile, 48-inch LOCAP pipeline that connects LOOP to CAPLINE at St. James, Louisiana. CAPLINE is a 40-inch pipeline that transports crude oil to several Midwest refineries. 

LOOP is connected to over 50 percent of the U.S. refinery capacity and has offloaded over 7 billion barrels of foreign crude oil since its inception.

In 2008, the state of Texas imported over 57% (183 million tons) of all oil received from foreign sources and over 55%  (486 thousand tons) of the Canadian oil.  The value of the oil received from foreign and Canadian sources was over $31 billion and $87 million, respectively.  Louisiana was the second leading state in crude petroleum imports, receiving 99% from foreign sources  (58 million tons ) and .5% (310 thousand tons) from Canada.  The remaining crude petroleum was received by facilities located in Mobile Harbor, AL and Pascagoula  Harbor, MS.
Because LMV’s refinery infrastructure provides multiple connections to the Nation's commercial oil transport network, the U.S. Department of Energy chose this basin as sites for five of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve’s storage facilities. 

As shown in Table 2, very little crude petroleum was shipped within the LMV Basin.
	Table 2

	Lower Mississippi GIWW Basin 

	Crude Petroleum Shipped Within the Basin – 2008

	Deep Draft Traffic

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Primary Receiving State 

	Louisiana 
	139,104
	$14 
	Louisiana 

	Florida 
	85,148
	$8 
	Texas 

	Off Shore Terminals
	3,220
	$0 
	Louisiana 

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics








