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Unloader at coal dock
The Great Lakes basin’s 2nd largest commodity group is coal.  Coal traffic through the Soo Locks and on the Upper Great Lakes has been driven by the availability of low sulphur coal from the Powder River Basin. Given the basin’s closeness to major coal producing and power generating areas, utilities tend to take advantage of the transportation savings provided by basin’s waterways. Lake vessels are used to move coal on the Great Lakes. The state of Wisconsin is the largest shipper of coal. Over 37% of the coal/coal coke, valued at $560 million, went to Canada, with the remainder going to Great Lakes’ states, mainly Michigan. The state of Ohio is the second largest shipper of coal. Iron and steel blast furnace and foundry industries provide the primary markets for coal coke.  See map for major Great Lakes Basin coal port facilities and US waterside coal fired power plants.
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In 2008, as shown in Table 1, coal shipments on the Great Lakes basin’s waterways totaled over 38.1 million tons. Coal accounted for 95.6% of the basin’s tonnage traffic while coal coke accounted for the remaining 4.4%.  The 38.1 million tons of coal that moved by barge in 2008 had a value of over $1.4 billion.  
	Table 1

	Great Lakes Basin Traffic - 2008

	(values in millions of $)

	Coal
	Tonnage
	Value

	Coal
	36,471,098
	$1,351 

	Coal Coke
	1,644,996
	$118 

	Total
	38,116,094
	$1,469 

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


  
As shown in Table 2, Wisconsin shipped the most coal by water, moving over 19 million tons worth $738 million in 2008.  Ohio was next, shipping  8.8 million tons of coal worth $335 million.  
	Table 2

	Great Lakes Basin Traffic

	Coal Shipments By State - 2008

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Wisconsin
	19,434,826
	$738 
	Coal

	Ohio
	8,827,934
	$335 
	Coal

	Illinois
	4,853,717
	$184 
	Coal

	Minnesota
	2,081,922
	$79 
	Coal

	Louisiana
	332,384
	$28 
	Coal Coke

	New York
	307,598
	$12 
	Coal

	Illinois
	274,890
	$23 
	Coal Coke

	Canada
	801,822
	$30 
	Coal 

	Canada
	318,649
	$27 
	Coal Coke

	* Plants on Great Lakes Basin Waterways Only

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


As shown in Table 3, Michigan received almost 17 million tons of coal worth $637 million in 2008.  Illinois was next, receiving about 2.2 million tons of coal worth $82 million. 
	Table 3

	Great Lakes Basin Traffic

	Coal Receipts By State - 2008

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Commodity

	Michigan
	16,760,223
	$637 
	Coal

	Wisconsin
	2,172,631
	$82 
	Coal

	Illinois
	1,943,826
	$74 
	Coal 

	Minnesota
	1,332,071
	$51 
	Coal

	Ohio
	669,154
	$57 
	Coal Coke

	Indiana
	349,196
	$29 
	Coal Coke

	New York
	208,913
	$8 
	Coal

	Canada
	13,960,329
	$530 
	Coal

	Canada
	341,821
	$29 
	Coal Coke

	* Plants on Great Lakes Basin Waterways Only

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics
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