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Unloader at coal dock
The Great Lakes basin’s third largest commodity group is coal.  Given the basin’s closeness to major coal producing and power generating areas, utilities tend to take advantage of the transportation savings provided by basin’s waterways. Lake vessels are used to move coal on the Great Lakes. The state of Wisconsin is the largest shipper of coal. Over 44% of the coal, valued at $745 million, went to Canada, with the remainder going to Great Lakes’ states, mainly Michigan and Wisconsin. The state of Ohio is the second largest shipper of coal. Iron and steel blast furnace and foundry industries provide the primary markets for coal coke.  
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In 2005, coal shipments on the Great Lakes basin’s waterways totaled over 42 million tons. Coal accounted for 94 percent of the basin’s tonnage traffic while coal coke accounted for the remaining 6 percent.  The 39.9 million tons of coal that moved by barge in 2005 had a value of approximately $1.5 billion.  Coal demand for the utility industry and steel industry increased slightly in 2005.   
	                     Great Lakes Basin Traffic – 2005
(values in millions of $)

	Coal
	Tonnage
	Value

	Coal
	39,994,308
	$   1,520

	Coal Coke
	2,404,813
	$      204

	Total
	42,399,121
	$   1,724

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Wisconsin shipped the most coal by water, moving over 19 million tons worth $745 million in 2005.  Ohio was next, shipping over 15 million tons of coal worth $602 million.  
	Great Lakes Basin Traffic

	Coal Shipments By State - 2005

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Top Commodity

	Wisconsin
	19,615,854
	$745
	Coal

	Ohio
	15,847,686
	$602
	Coal

	Illinois
	3,248,967
	$123
	Coal

	Illinois
	969,028
	$82
	Coal Coke

	Louisiana
	551,883
	$47
	Coal Coke

	Indiana
	279,577
	$24
	Coal Coke

	New York
	163,260
	$6
	Coal 

	Canada
	638,182
	$24
	Coal 

	Canada
	343,849
	$29
	Coal Coke

	* Plants on Great Lakes Basin Waterways Only

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Michigan received over 17 million tons of coal worth $654 million in 2005.  Wisconsin was next, receiving about 2.8 million tons of coal worth $106 million. Almost 18 million tons of U.S. coal moved by lake vessels to Canadian power plants in 2005.
	Great Lakes Basin Traffic

	Coal Receipts By State - 2005

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Commodity

	Michigan
	17,232,251
	$654 
	Coal

	Wisconsin
	2,812,693
	$106 
	Coal

	Minnesota
	1,277,764
	$48 
	Coal 

	Indiana
	656,477
	$56 
	Coal Coke

	Michigan
	558,579
	$47 
	Coal Coke

	Ohio
	427,976
	$16 
	Coal 

	Canada
	17,912,741
	$681 
	Coal

	Canada
	761,282
	$65 
	Coal Coke

	* Plants on Great Lakes Basin Waterways Only

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics























































































































