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Limestone self unloading

The Great Lakes basin’s second largest commodity group, along with coal, is aggregates.  The aggregates industry is not easily separated from the closely related construction materials industry.  Aggregates include stone, sand, and gravel, which usually enter directly into the manufacture of products like cement, concrete, and road asphalt. Most load and unload points for aggregates in the basin are quarries, retail and construction supply yards, cement plants or other manufacturing facilities.  
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Aggregate shipments on the Great Lakes basin’s waterways totaled over 48 million tons in 2005.  Aggregate shipments went mostly to yards that make retail sales to construction contractors or manufacture ready-mix concrete or asphaltic materials.  The 48 million tons of aggregate commodities moving by barge in 2005 had a combined value of just under $3.1 billion. 

Limestone shipments accounted for 65 percent of the value of aggregate commodities moving on the basin’s waterways. Over 31 million tons of limestone worth more than $2.4 billion was shipped on the Great Lakes system in 2005.  The growing market for waterborne limestone is represented by coal-fired power plants which use the limestone for desulfurization.  Gypsum ranked second with 8.7 million tons worth $139 million.  
	Great Lakes Basin Traffic – 2005

	Top Aggregates - 2005

	(values in millions of $)

	Aggregates
	Tonnage
	Value

	Limestone
	31,392,344
	$2,480 

	Gypsum
	8,693,445
	$139 

	Sand & Gravel
	7,339,210
	$125 

	Building Stone
	618,314
	$363 

	Waterway Improvement Material
	41,649
	$5 

	Total
	48,084,962
	$3,112 

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


In 2005, Michigan shipped more aggregates than any other state in the Great Lakes Basin. Over 25 million tons of aggregates worth over $1.96 billion were shipped from Michigan, with limestone being the major commodity. Ohio and Wisconsin were the second and third largest shippers of aggregate commodities in the Great Lakes basin. Waterway improvement material is limestone, rock or any other aggregate used for bank protection along the waterways.  
	Great Lakes Basin Traffic

	Aggregates Shipped by State – 2005

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Top Aggregate

	Michigan
	25,506,223
	$1,966 
	Limestone

	Ohio
	4,741,545
	$350 
	Limestone

	Wisconsin
	117,295
	$6 
	Sand & Gravel

	Indiana
	76,197
	$3 
	Limestone

	Tennessee
	74,325
	$1 
	Gypsum

	Canada
	17,389,421
	$782 
	Gypsum

	Other Foreign
	5,193
	$0 
	Sand & Gravel

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


The main destination for aggregate originating in the Great Lakes basin were facilities in Michigan. Approximately, 12.2 million tons of aggregates (mainly limestone) were shipped to Michigan on the Great Lakes in 2005.  Ohio ranked second with over 10 million tons of aggregate commodities worth $713 million.  In 2005, Canada received 3.81 million tons of aggregates, mostly limestone, from states in the basin.  
	Great Lakes Basin Traffic

	Aggregates Received by State – 2005

	(values in millions of $)

	State
	Tonnage
	Value
	Top Aggregate

	Michigan
	12,263,584
	$913 
	Limestone

	Ohio
	10,011,297
	$713 
	Limestone

	Florida
	3,687,411
	$356 
	Limestone

	Indiana
	3,325,411
	$287 
	Limestone

	New York
	2,103,885
	$65 
	Limestone

	Minnesota
	1,881,864
	$149 
	Gypsum

	Canada
	3,810,588
	$257 
	Limestone

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


