Lower Mississippi/GIWW System

Shallow and Deep Draft Traffic

The Lower Mississippi River contains over 2,300 miles of navigable waterways.  The basin includes several navigable tributaries, including the Black Warrior/Tombigbee and Alabama system, Arkansas River, Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint system and Atchafalaya River. The entire GIWW is a 1,300-mile-long, man-made canal that runs along the Gulf of Mexico coastline from Texas’ southernmost tip at Brownsville, Texas to St. Marks, Florida.

In 2008, over 817 billion tons of commodities moved on the waterways of this system.  These commodities had a combined value of almost $197 billion.  Crude petroleum made up over 34% of this tonnage, followed by petroleum products and grain with 17% and 16%, respectively.
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	Table 1

	LMV -GIWW Basin* – 2008 Waterborne Commerce

	(tonnage in thousands; values in millions of $)

	COMMODITY
	TONNAGE
	 

	
	Shipped
	Received
	Within
	TOTAL
	VALUE

	Coal
	22,394
	35,163
	24,644
	82,201
	$3,431 

	Petroleum Products
	30,513
	54,263
	49,621
	134,397
	$16,672 

	Crude Petroleum
	8,015
	262,411 
	7,238
	277,664
	$26,890 

	Aggregates
	96
	19,412
	15,400
	34,908
	$7,049 

	Grain
	78,099
	40,379
	15,396
	133,874
	$21,429 

	Chemicals
	16,669
	25,721
	15,272
	57,662
	$33,260 

	Ores & Minerals
	5,914
	20,540
	1,700
	28,154
	$3,182 

	Iron & Steel
	6,916
	22,023
	6,916
	35,855
	$20,575 

	Other Commodities
	5,396
	22,414
	5,396
	33,206
	$64,765 

	TOTAL
	174,012
	502,326
	141,583
	817,921
	$197,253 

	*Mississippi River (Mouth of the Ohio River to New Orleans), Deep Draft Ports & all Tributaries

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


An analysis of the Lower Mississippi River-GIWW Basin waterborne commerce data shows that about 168 million tons of commodities were shipped on the river system out of the basin.  Almost 43% of this tonnage consisted of corn, soybeans, wheat and other grains.  Nearly 100% of the grain went to the New Orleans and Baton Rouge areas of the Lower Mississippi River for eventual export to the 
world’s markets.  

Docks in the basin received more than 502 million tons from outside the system.  Crude petroleum accounted for 52% followed by petroleum products and grains 10.8% and 8%, respectively. The remaining  tonnage was spread fairly evenly among the remaining commodity groups.  

Over 141 million tons moved within the basin; 35% consisting of petroleum products. 

Over 80 million tons of commodities were shipped from outside the basin into the basin by shallow draft barge. 

The leading shipping state within the Lower Mississippi-GIWW Basin was Louisiana, with over 391 million tons of commodities worth over $179 billion.  Louisiana shipments included over 142 million tons of grain. Alabama was the next largest shipping state with almost 59 million tons of commodities.  Export coal accounted for over 52% of the total shipments, with the remainder shipped to the basin power plants. Alabama was the second leading shipping state in the Basin, with over almost 59 million tons, mainly coal and grain, and other commodities worth almost $14 billion.

	Table 2

	Lower Mississippi-GIWW Basin

	Commodities Shipped By Barge To and From States - 2008

	(value in millions of dollars)

	Basin States

	Shipments  By
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	Shipments  To
	Tons
	Value
	Top Commodity

	
	
	
	Commodity
	
	
	
	

	Louisiana
	391,821,263
	$178,970 
	Grain
	Mississippi
	6,751,145,683
	$6,718
	Petro Prods

	Alabama
	58,990,152
	$13,973 
	Coal
	Texas
	344,522,061
	$92,727
	Crude Petro

	Mississippi
	25,982,313
	$10,417 
	Petro Prods
	Louisiana
	278,018,072
	$71,469
	Crude Petro

	Tennessee
	13,626,786
	$2,718 
	Coal
	OT
	62,704,583
	$38,750
	Crude Petro

	Florida
	7,338,155
	$4,864 
	Aggregates
	Alabama
	47,374,794
	$9,156
	Coal

	Arkansas
	5,688,190
	$1,731 
	Grain
	Tennessee
	14,011,865
	$4,016
	Petro Prods

	OT
	3,604,540
	$60 
	Others
	Arkansas
	8,187,654
	$2,329
	Iron ore/Steel

	Texas
	392,573
	$4 
	Petro Prods
	Florida
	6,879,128
	$2,476
	Petro Prods

	Non-Basin States

	Shipments  By
	Tons
	Value
	Top
	Shipments  To
	Tons
	Value
	Top

	
	
	
	Commodity
	
	
	
	Commodity

	Illinois
	45,506,395
	$4,810 
	Coal
	Oklahoma
	1,694,521
	$1,004
	Chemicals

	Missouri
	23,309,565
	$23 
	Aggregates
	Missouri
	1,234,851
	$255
	Ore/Minerals

	Kentucky
	17,826,693
	$2,271 
	Aggregates
	Kentucky
	391,405
	$88
	Aggregates

	*Mississippi River (Mouth of the Ohio River to New Orleans), Deep Draft Ports & all Tributaries

	Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


Mississipp is the leading Basin state in receipts of waterborne barge traffic, with over 6.7 billion tons with a value of over $6.7 billion.  The leading commodities received at Mississippi docks are petroleum products.  Next in receipts is Texas, with over 344 million tons.  Among non-basin states, Oklahoma led in receipts of  Basin commodities, with over 1.6 million tons worth $1.0 billion.  
There are over 1484 manufacturing facilities, terminals, and docks in the Lower Mississippi River-GIWW Basin that shipped and received tonnage in 2008.  The Port of South Louisiana includes 54 miles on both banks of the Mississippi River, between New Orleans and Baton Rouge.  The port shipped and received over 223 million tons of commodities in 2008, making it the largest port in the basin and the  inland/deep draft port in the United States.  Grain was the largest commodity moved in and out of the port, with almost 40 million tons loaded and unloaded.  
	Table 3

	Major Ports in LMV-GIWW Basin - 2008 Waterborne Commerce

	Deep and Shallow Draft Commodities

	(tons in thousands; values in billions)

	Port Name
	Tons
	Commodity

	
	Total
	Domestic
	Foreign
	

	
	
	
	Imports
	Exports
	Value
	Top

	S. Louisiana, LA
	223,987
	112,550
	47,270
	64,167
	$44
	Grains

	Houston, TX
	212,208
	65,808
	92,019
	54,381
	$109
	Petro Prod

	Corpus Christi, TX
	76,786
	21,431
	43,374
	11,981
	$12
	Petro Prod

	New Orleans, LA
	73,011
	36,530
	19,582
	16,899
	$33
	Petro Prod

	Beaumont, TX
	69,483
	22,688
	41,168
	5,628
	$12
	Petro Prod

	Mobile, AL
	67,635
	25,495
	34,337
	24,469
	$14
	Coal

	Plaquemines, LA
	63,744
	35,813
	8,150
	19,782
	$8
	Coal

	Lake Charles, LA
	53,778
	22,012
	26,009
	5,757
	$16
	Petro Prod

	Texas City, TX
	52,606
	13,896
	33,927
	4,784
	$8
	Petro Prod

	Baton Rouge, LA
	51,809
	35,909
	10,885
	5,016
	$12
	Petro Prod

	Pascagoula, MS
	33,590
	9,452
	19,063
	5,074
	$6,421 
	Crude Petro

	Port Arthur, TX
	31,753
	10,004
	14,835
	6,914
	$4
	Petro Prod

	Freeport, TX
	29,842
	4,135
	22,971
	2,736
	$7
	Petro Prod

	Matagorda Ship Ch, TX
	10,318
	1,873
	6,954
	1,491
	$3
	Ores/Minerals

	Galveston, TX
	9,781
	4,200
	1,826
	3,756
	$6
	Grains

	Brownsville, TX
	5,669
	1,844
	3,541
	285
	$4
	Petro Prod

	Vicksburg, MS
	3,550
	3,550
	0
	0
	$598 
	Petro Prod

	Biloxi, MS
	3,508
	3,508
	0
	0
	$233 
	Coal

	Greenville, MS
	3,018
	3,018
	0
	0
	$675 
	Grains

	Victoria, TX
	2,862
	2,862
	0
	0
	$1
	Aggregates

	Panama City, FL
	2,732
	1,677
	612
	443
	$2 
	Coal

	Gulfport, MS
	2,143
	42849
	1,452
	648
	$3,088 
	Others

	Pensacola, FL
	830
	629
	173
	28
	$1 
	Petroleum

	Rosedale Harbor, MS
	778
	778
	0
	0
	$178 
	Grains

	Natchez, MS
	499
	499
	0
	0
	$388 
	Grains

	  Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics


