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	Location
	The study area spans the 1712 miles in length from the mouth of the St. Lawrence River to the head of the upper most Great Lake, Lake Superior. 

	Existing Structure
	The Seaway is 1712 miles long and includes eight locks through the Welland Ship Canal, located between Lakes Erie and Ontario.  and the Sault Sainte Marie Canals (Soo) and locks have 5 chambers; McArthur  and Poe, Saban and Davis, which are scheduled for replacement with a new 150’ x 1,500’ Lock and the Canadian Lock. 

	Annual Tonnage
	In 2008, total tonnage through Soo Locks was over 72 million tons.  In 2008, 157 million tons of commerce worth almost $13 billion, 38% of his amount was Iron Ore/Steel Products followed by coal and aggregates.  

	Projected Traffic Growth
	258 million tons by the year 2020 (source: MARAD) 

	Summary of Problems
	Only 13% of the world's merchant fleet (and 5% of the container fleet) can be accommodated by the Seaway's locks and channels. Ageing infrastructure (43 - 70 years of age) is now in need of a major refit. Major improvements deserving greater investigation include deepening the Great Lakes connecting channels, the St. Lawrence Seaway and specific ports, and the reconstruction of the locks within the system.

	Corps of Engineers Action
	The Memo of Cooperation between the US and Canada was signed in 2003 for a baseline review of the Great Lakes/St. Lawrence Seaway Infrastructure. The signing of a Project Cooperation Agreement (PCA) is anticipated to be signed between the Great Lakes Commission and the Corps of Engineers and federal funding appropriated.  The PCA is anticipated to be signed before the end of the fiscal year 2005.   The cost of construction will be cost shared between Canada and the Great lake States based on the percent usage of the lock.

	Source: US Army Corps of Engineers; MARAD; Great Lakes Seaway Review


